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by Tom Lusted

Looking at a map, HONG KONG might not seem all that impressive,
tucked away on the coast of southeastern China. However, with a
population of more than seven million people and a rich culture, Hong
Kong is one of the most distinctive and colorful places in all of Asia.
Here are five things you should know about Hong Kong!
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Tsing Ma Bridge, which
connects people to
the airport on Lantau
Island, is one of the
longest suspension
bridges in the world.

1
2
3
4
5
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Although Hong Kong is mostly disconnected from
mainland China, it has interaction with places the
world over. In 1842, Great Britain took control
of the region and helped transform it from a
fishermen’s island to a trading port. Today,
Hong Kong is under Chinese control once
again, but enjoys a fair amount of autonomy.

Hong Kong has a distinctive culture
and many unique festivals. The
Dragon Boat Festival is a boat race
that features long boats shaped like
dragons. The Festival of Bun Hills
celebrates the sea god Pak Tai. Its
most notable festivity is bun races
in which participants climb towers
made of sticky buns!
Burmese pythons are native to
Southeast Asia and are sometimes
found in Hong Kong. The number
of these pythons in Southeast Asia
is shrinking due to overhunting,
but their numbers are rising in
southern Florida. How are the
ecosystems of both Southeast Asia
and southern Florida affected by
the Burmese python?

Public transportation in Hong Kong
has evolved significantly since the
days of horse-drawn carriages and
rickshaws. Today, Hong Kong not only
features buses, subways, and ferries, but
also certain types of transportation that
offer alternatives to traveling in the busy
streets of Hong Kong. Putting the escalator
at your local mall to shame, Hong Kong’s
Central-Mid-Levels Escalator and Walkway
System is an outdoor escalator system that is
2,600 feet long.

In Hong Kong and many other parts of Asia, people
use the Chinese writing system, which features more
than 3,000 pictorial characters. Pronunciation often
differs between various countries, but a resident of
Taiwan, for example, would have no problem reading the
writing of someone from Hong Kong.
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HONG

map illustration by Mary Rostad

POPULATION: 7.1 million (2014 est.)
M A I N L A N D

CLIMATE: The summers in Hong Kong are
hot and humid. The average temperature in July is
83°F. Destructive typhoons may strike Hong Kong
between June and September. Winters are cool and
dry, with an average temperature in January of 60°F.
Spring and fall are short seasons with pleasant weather.

TERRAIN: Hong Kong is very hilly. Its highest point is

C H

Hau Hoi Wan
(Deep Bay)

Tai Mo Shan, which is 3,140 feet. Hong Kong has no natural
resources except its deep harbor.
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RELIGIONS:

Chinese Folk*

92%

Combination of Buddhism,
*Confucianism,
Taoism, and
other beliefs.

Vic
Pe

Lantau Island

Aberde
Harbo

Cheung
Chau

LOCATION:

4

The island of Hong Kong, Kowloon, and the New Territories
are located off the southeast coast of China in the South
China Sea. Part of the region is located in the delta of the
Pearl River, or Shu Jiang. The Sham Chun River (Shen
Zhen) forms the border between Hong Kong and China.

G KONG

A N D

C H I N A

Tia Pang Wan
(Mirs Bay)

Hong Kong is
often translated as
“fragrant harbor,” but it
is more likely that the name
refers to sandalwood trees
that once were tapped for
resin, a substance used
to make a pleasantscented incense.

AREA:
420-425 square miles
E R R I T O R I E S

Sai Kung
Peninsula

South China
Sea
LANGUAGES:
Kowloon
Peninsula

Victoria
Peak

(2011 est.)

Cantonese

Victoria
Harbor

(Official)

89.5%
Hong Kong
Island

Chinese
Dialects

Other

4%

Tung Lung
Island

Aberdeen
Harbor

Putonghua
(Mandarin)

1.4%

English
(Official)

Other

3.5%

Lamma
Island

1.6%

Po Toi
Island

LEGEND
mountain
regional border

PEOPLE:

Chinese Indonesian

93%

2%

Filipino

2%

Other*

3%

*includes British,
Portuguese, and
American
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BURMESE PYTHO
by Pat Betteley

Threatened Species or
Invader?
he beautifully patterned Burmese python is

climbing trees

threatened in some areas of the world, and

and begin to live

threatening in other parts.
Pythons are native to jungles and grassy

on the ground.
Pythons are

marshes of Southeast Asia. They are one of the

great swimmers,

largest snakes in the world, sometimes reaching

able to stay

the height and girth (size measured around the

underwater for up

middle) of a 23-foot tall telephone pole. Their basic

to 30 minutes before

body color is pale tan, yellowish-brown, or gray

coming up for air.

with large, reddish blotches outlined in cream or

They mainly eat small

gold. Young pythons spend much of their time in

mammals and birds. On average, pythons eat about

trees. As they get older, they become too large for

once a week. Their mornings are spent basking
(soaking up the sun’s warmth),
which allows them to move
around looking for food. After
eating, pythons spend the next
several days or weeks in the sun,
keeping warm enough to digest
their meals. This is why pythons,
which are cold blooded, live
in tropical climates where the
temperature is warm.
Pythons make up for their
poor eyesight with a keen sense
of smell and an ability to detect
“heat radiation” in the air from
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deer, and even alligators. There are few predators

THONS

that will take on an adult python, and
the “alien invaders” are thriving in
their new habitat.
Meanwhile, in southern China,
the python’s habitat is getting
smaller. In Hong Kong, the snakes
are attacking farm fowl (birds) and
pets. People also hunt pythons
for their flesh and use their
skins to make shoes, belts,
and other goods.
Due to the pet
trade, habitat depletion
(their environment
being reduced in size),
and hunting, the giant
Burmese python is on the
threatened species list. This is
a concern because snakes are
important links in the food chain,
controlling rodents like mice that can infest
and destroy crops. What will become of the
Burmese python that is threatened in some parts of
the world and considered an alien invader in others?

animals that are close

Time will tell.

by. This allows them to
hunt in light or dark conditions —
even in dense jungles at night. Pythons use
their curved back teeth to bite and grasp their
prey. When an animal tries to pull away, it only sinks
farther onto the python’s fangs. Next, the python coils
its body around the animal, and squeezes until its prey
suffocates or the prey’s main blood vessels explode.
Pythons can eat their food whole because their jaws
can actually separate, allowing the snake to swallow an
animal four to five times as wide as its head.

PYTHON/HUMAN
INTERACTION
Because some reptile owners in the United States have
released pythons into the wild, the snakes now occupy
a habitat of more than 390 square miles (1,000 square
kilometers) throughout southern Florida, including
much of Everglades National Park. Pythons are outcompeting (displacing) native wildlife for food and
habitat and eating the native animals such as rabbits,
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HONG
KONG
Successes,
Setbacks,
and Survival
by Gloria W. Lannom

The view from Hong Kong’s
Victoria Peak is breathtaking.
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TINY HONG KONG sits high in the
South China Sea, separated by a harbor from the
gigantic motherland with which it was reunited in
1997. Since their 19th-century separation, Hong
Kong and China have followed vastly different
paths. Yet they came together in 1997 from
pinnacles of success — Hong Kong as a thriving
capitalist center of trade and finance, and the
People’s Republic of China as the world’s most
powerful and prosperous Communist country.
Before the British occupied the island of Hong
Kong in 1841, the 30-square-mile island was a
place of rocky hills and barren landscape. The few
inhabitants were mostly fishermen.
In 1842, China officially turned over Hong
Kong Island to the British under the Treaty of
Nanking that ended the First Opium War (1839–
1842) between Great Britain and China’s last
PINNACL
E
means th
e
highest p
oint
or peak.

peaceful British colony, administered according
to British law and headed by an English
governor appointed from London.
The growing population colorfully blended
western, Chinese, and other Asian cultures, and
a medley of various languages filled the streets.
People coming to Hong Kong from other parts of
China spoke different dialects. The largest group
came from in and around Canton. They spoke
Cantonese, while Mandarin was the language of
those from Peking (now called Beijing).
The start of the Sino-Japanese war in 1937
caused large numbers of refugees to flee the
China mainland and look for safe haven in Hong
Kong. When the Japanese occupied Hong Kong,
however, the move was reversed and people fled
back to the China mainland. Many westerners
were imprisoned and there were severe food

Archaeological finds indicate that prehistoric people may have
lived along Hong Kong coastal areas as early as 4500 B.C.

dynasty, the Qing (1644–1911). The terms of this
treaty opened the way for Hong Kong to become
a leading international trading port. Steampowered vessels offering faster service for goods
and passengers would soon replace the old sailing
ships on routes to China.
In 1861, after the end of the Second Opium
War (1856–1860), China also ceded Kowloon, on
the tip of the peninsula across from Hong Kong,
and also Stonecutters Island, to Britain. In
1898, the Chinese were forced to sign a 99-year
lease to the British for the New Territories, and
230 small islands.
British traders, Chinese merchants, and
others hoping to make money were among the
many immigrants who moved into Hong Kong
and set up business. For the next four decades
Hong Kong was a bustling, flourishing, and

The Opium
War resulted partly
because the Chinese
government wanted to
end the illegal importation
of opium by the British, a
dangerous drug that was
seriously undermining
Chinese society.
9
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shortages and other hardships. After the war
ended in 1945, the British reestablished the
colonial government.
By the 1950s, Hong Kong was headed
toward recovery and new economic success.
Light industry manufacturing of clothing
and other consumer goods developed rapidly
and export to overseas markets flourished.
Prosperity was in the air.
By the mid-1960s, however, the People’s
Republic of China, under Chairman Mao Zedong,
was in the middle of the Cultural Revolution.
Many people feared that soldiers from the China
mainland would cross the border and take over
Hong Kong. Many wealthy Chinese and western
residents moved their money abroad and some
actually left the colony. By 1971, the Cultural
Revolution in China had ended in failure and
conditions in Hong Kong calmed.
During the 1970s, life was good for many
Hong Kong residents although there was some
unrest by workers wanting better pay and
working conditions.
The population continued to grow.
Construction boomed as new high-rise hotels,
apartment, office, and government buildings
changed the skyline.
Although the future seemed bright, people
were beginning to wonder what would happen
when the term of those 99-year leases expired.
On July 1, 1997, the British government
returned these areas to the People’s Republic of
China, which agreed that the present capitalist
economic system and way of life would continue

Have you ever been stuck in a traffic jam or
attempted to navigate your way through a
crowded sidewalk? Crowded places can be both
exciting and exhausting. Some places in the world
are crowded all the time.
Hong Kong is one such place. In Mongkok, Hong
Kong’s frenzied, flashy, market district, a rainbow
of neon signs fills the sky, amidst towering
buildings that surround the street markets. Traffic
is usually busy, the streets filled with double-

10

decker buses. Merchants sell everything from
cell phones, MP3 players and trendy clothing to
poultry and exotic livestock.   
Health officials are becoming increasingly
concerned that these crowded marketplaces
could become a breeding ground for illness.
With so many people and animals in the
markets, a virus could be transmitted over
a wide section of the population and spread
very quickly.

STANDING R

2
until 2047 and that Hong Kong would have
limited self-government until then. Hong Kong,
now called Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region, continues to prize its special status under
the “one country, two systems” agreement in
which China and Hong Kong are one country with
the mainland having a communist system and
Hong Kong having a capitalist system.
The central government in Beijing expects
that in 2047, 50 years after the 1997 return,
Hong Kong will be fully part of China’s “one
country, one system.” Meanwhile, Hong Kong
thrives as an important Asian hub of finance,
manufacturing, trade, and tourism.

3

When GLORIA W. LANNOM and her family lived in Hong
Kong, they had a great time learning about its history, local
customs, lifestyles, and foods.
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1 Hungry? Hong Kong boasts
more than 11,000 restaurants.
2 Nathan Road is one of the
most neon-lighted places in
the world.
3 You can definitely shop till
you drop at Times Square, a
shopping mall with more than
230 shops on 16 floors.
4 Housing can be expensive
in Hong Kong. The average
rent for a one-bedroom
apartment is about $2,450
per month.

Most people in Hong Kong live in small high-rise
apartments. A typical American-style home costs
a lot in Hong Kong, and only a few can afford this
luxury. Elevators in skyscrapers can become so
overcrowded that weight limit alarms have been
installed. The people of Hong Kong, 93 percent
of whom are Chinese, have found unique ways to
adjust to the crowded conditions. Businesses, for
example, have had to find creative places to set
up shop, such as underground and in basements
of other stores or high above in one of the almost

8,000 crowded high rises.
A common misconception is that heavy
population is a sign of families with many children.
Actually, Hong Kong residents have some of the
smallest families in the world. The fertility rate
(average number of children per family) of .94
children per woman is very low. But don’t be
surprised to see green open spaces. More than
half of Hong Kong is designated for parks and
natural reserves.

ROOM ONLY
by Jacqueline Rupp
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TOP Traditional fishing boats
called junks are now used for
harbor sightseeing cruises.
BOTTOM Hong Kong’s roads
are often crowded and noisy.
OPPOSITE PAGE Hong
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THEN AND NOW

12

by Gloria Lannom

Kong International Airport is
one of the busiest in the world.

Queen’s Road, the island’s main street,
consisted mostly of workers moving
goods on carts or on carrying poles, while
businessmen rode on horseback or in
horse-drawn carriages or rickshaws.
Hong Kong offers various ways to move
around for work or play. Public transportation
covers most areas efficiently and less expensively
than taxis or private cars. Bus routes lead
all over Hong Kong, Kowloon, and the New
Territories. Other possibilities are streetcars,
train, subway, minibuses, the Star Ferry and
other ferries, and the world-famous Peak Tram.

crossing between Hong Kong and Kowloon in
sampans, small boats propelled by oars or a
pole. (Sampan is a local word meaning, “three
planks,” one for the flat-bottom and one for
each side.) Large, ocean-going sailing vessels
called junks carried goods and also served as
fishing boats. Today, most of them have been
replaced by faster, more modern transport.
Now modern rail and road tunnels run
beneath Victoria Harbor and connect Hong
Kong Island and Kowloon. For a visual
treat as well as a quick crossing, the Star
Ferry system offers inexpensive transport

by Gloria Lannom

Many people head to their destinations
on foot, too. In 1993, in order to lessen traffic
snarls in the important downtown part of
Hong Kong island, an amazing feature called
the Central-Mid-Levels Escalator and Walkway
System opened. As the world’s longest
outdoor covered escalator system, this moving
sidewalk has a total of 2,600 feet and rises
about 430 feet from top to bottom. During
morning hours it runs downhill bringing
people to work, and in the evening it reverses,
going uphill and taking them home.
In the late 19th century, people made the

The Peak Tower located just below the summit of Victoria Peak
houses the Peak Tram terminal, gift shops, and a viewing terrace.

H

ong Kong is famous for its 24/7
hustle and bustle. The residents are
hardworking, energetic, productive, and
constantly on the move. So are as many
as 87 million businesspeople and tourists
who come and go by air and sea throughout
the year. Good transportation is vital and
fortunately Hong Kong has it, although, like
the many streets and sidewalks, it is often
very crowded.
In contrast, when the British were
establishing themselves in Hong Kong
in the mid-19th century, activity along
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TOP LEFT Double decker buses are a
popular way to tour the city.

TOP RIGHT Red taxis motor through
a busy interchange in Causeway Bay.
The Peak Tram has been carrying
passengers to the upper levels of Hong
Kong Island for 120 years.
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The Peak Tram
The early
rickshaw
was a small
provides working
two-wheeled
openpeople with daily
seat vehicle pulled by a
transport up and
runner. Later, rickshaws were
down Victoria
attached to a bicycle pedaled
Peak. It also
by a driver. Today, a few
offers visitors
rickshaws are available
to amuse tourists.
breathtaking views
of Kowloon, Victoria
Harbor, and northern
Hong Kong Island. The
Peak Tram service opened to the public in
1888. Before that, aside from hiking up,
the only way to reach the top was in sedan
chairs carried by two men.
The Peak Tram, a seven-minute ride
of 1,312 feet each way, is the steepest
funicular railway in the world. It has two
cars, and the weight of the ascending
car counterbalances the weight of the
descending car. The Peak Tram cars are
pulled and lowered on the single track by
5,000-foot steel cables that wind around
big drums at the top and are powered by
electric motors. The cars can pass each
other only in the short, middle section
where the track is double.
Hong Kong’s Kai Tak Airport opened
in 1925 and soon became famous for
its thrilling landing approach over Hong
Kong’s tall city buildings. In the 1990s, the
pressing need for a much larger airport led to
reclaiming land and leveling the small island
of Chek Lap Kok. Opened in 1998, Chek
Lap Kok Airport is one of the world’s busiest
airports for passenger and cargo traffic.
Arriving travelers can reach Kowloon on
freeways that run across one of the world’s
longest suspension bridges, or they can go to
Hong Kong and Kowloon by high-speed rail.
The transportation facilities in Hong
Kong aim to move people around as
efficiently as possible. Many of the types
mentioned here have the additional feature
of being great entertainment and are really
fun to use.

Kowloon, meaning “nine dragons” in Cantonese, refers to the area’s
eight hills and the emperor of China. The name is a symbol of power.

between what people call “Hong Kong side”
and “Kowloon side.” Other ferries carry
passengers and goods to and from the
outlying islands.
Once a year, there’s a unique way to
cross the harbor. On a Sunday morning
in October, early enough to avoid normal
daytime water traffic, about 2,000
swimmers, aged between 12 and 75 years,
take part in the Cross Harbor Swim between
Kowloon and Hong Kong. Racers wearing
bright red swim caps compete, not only
against each other, but also against the
extremely strong current that makes the
almost one-mile race very challenging.
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By Alicia Z. Klepeis

LEFT A dish of chicken feet
is just one option you’d have
at a dim sum restaurant.
RIGHT Got a sweet tooth?
Try some egg tarts.

The options for what to sip, supper, or snack
on are almost endless. Vibrant food markets
offer every cooking ingredient imaginable (some
still alive). Don’t feel like cooking? Hong Kong’s
seven million people can choose from more than
11,000 restaurants.

FAVORITE FOODS & DRINKS
Hong Kongers love their food. Sweet-toothed
individuals enjoy selecting from a wide range of
treats. Egg tarts are popular here. Not sure what
egg tarts are? There are two versions — one with a
sweet, shortbread crust and another with a flakier
crust made of puff pastry. The filling is bright
yellow, with a pudding-like consistency. The
dish gets its coloring from an egg-yolk custard
that makes up the filling. Can you imagine
having soup as a treat? Sweet red bean soup is a
common dessert in Hong Kong. Some like it hot,
others prefer eating it cold. Another dessert you
might not have heard of is tofu pudding. It’s made
with soft tofu and is traditionally served with
sweet ginger. However, chefs also pair it with other
tasty items like coconut milk.

Many people in Hong Kong ask if someone has eaten instead of saying “good
morning” or “hello.” This shows how important food is in the Chinese culture.

Pineapple buns
. . . egg noodles
. . . chicken feet?
Yep, Hong Kong
is a true foodie
paradise.

17

SAVORY
is a food that
is spicy or
salty rather
than sweet.

Bubble tea gets its “bubbles”
from tapioca.

TOP Hot pot is not just a meal;
it’s a social event.
CENTER Dim sum is a good
option if you can’t decide on
just one dish.

BOTTOM You can find all
kinds of fresh fruits in a Hong
Kong market.
18

Do Hong Kongers only eat sweets? Of course
not. Many savory dishes are also well-loved here.
When it’s cold outside, folks get together to eat
hot pot. First, diners order a soup base and the
ingredients they want (vegetables, fish, meats).
There’s a stove built into the table where the pot
of soup can boil. Each person can dip his or her
ingredients into the soup until they are cooked.
Then they can dip them into various sauces
such as balsamic vinegar or black sesame sauce.
Hong Kong residents also munch on egg noodles
and congee (rice porridge).
Culinary adventurers will love Hong Kong’s
unusual food items. Stinky tofu is beloved here;
it gets its stink from the fermentation process.
Prefer strange seafood? Try sea slugs or eels.
Chicken feet are eaten a lot in Hong Kong. They’re
commonly deep-fried before being stewed in a
black bean sauce. Feel like soup? Some soups
served here are said to have health benefits.
Some say snake soup cures various ailments,
but others just enjoy its warming effects. White
fungus and pear soup, quite popular in the
winter, is supposed to be good for one’s skin.
What do people like to drink here? Hong
Kongers of all different lifestyles share a love of
milk tea. It’s made from black Ceylon tea that’s
mixed with sweet evaporated milk. Bubble tea
is made with tea and fruit. The
bubbles (or “pearls”) are actually
tapioca balls that sit at the bottom
of the drink. Bubble tea customers
need an extra-wide straw. Why?
The tapioca balls can’t fit through
a normal-sized one. Finally, Hong
Kongers regularly sip smoothies of
all varieties — from passion fruit
to red bean.

A VISIT TO
HONG KONG’S
FOOD MARKETS
People in Hong Kong go food
shopping at the many types
of markets here. But buyers
beware! The smells, sounds,
and sights can overwhelm even

RESTAURANTS AND DIM SUM
Not in the mood to cook? No problem. Hong
Kongers love to go out to eat — a lot. It’s said
that half of the city’s population dines in its
11,000 or so restaurants every day. Are people
here all rich? Nope. There is a restaurant to suit
anybody’s budget — from hole-in-the-wall noodle
shops to five-star restaurants overlooking the
city. But dim sum is king. Translated literally as
“touch your heart,” dim sum is often a lunch or
brunch event. People here often enjoy dim sum
with friends, family, even co-workers. The waiters
and waitresses push small trolleys around the
restaurant, carrying a variety of
dishes on plates or in bamboo
steamer baskets. Customers peer
into the baskets and choose what
options they’d like to eat. Favorite
dim sum dishes include steamed,
barbecued pork buns, dumplings
with shrimp inside, and small pork
balls wrapped in cabbage leaves.
From simple, home-cooked
meals to gourmet feasts eaten in
fancy restaurants, Hong Kong can
satisfy anyone’s food cravings.
Happy eating!

Dim sum dates to the 10th century.
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the most skilled shopper. Nearly every Hong
Kong neighborhood has its own market in a
government-operated building. Hong Kongers
like to get bargains (and the best quality
produce and meat) at the city’s wet markets.
Why are they called wet? As they sell meat
and fish, the floors of the wet market require
frequent washing.
Kowloon City Market is known for its
beautiful fruits from Southeast Asia. This would
be a great place to buy some spiky durian fruit
or juicy mangoes. Looking for dried snakeskin,
scallops, or black moss? Try the market at
Dried Seafood Street.

A freelance writer who began her career
at the National Geographic Society,
ALICIA Z. KLEPEIS is the author of Africa,
Understanding Turkey Today, and the
forthcoming picture book Francisco’s Kites.
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STICKY BUNS TO
DR A G ON RAC I NG
FROM

by Jennifer Buchet

TOP LEFT The lion dance is
usually performed during
Chinese New Year festivities.

TOP CENTER Chinese lanterns
light up the 2013 Chinese Lunar New
Year Carnival in Tsim Sha Tsui.
TOP RIGHT A team competes in
a dragon boat race during
a festival in Hong Kong.

BOTTOM LEFT Paper lanterns
are often red or yellow — colors
associated with good fortune.

BOTTOM RIGHT Masks are
used to show the joy and merriment
felt when welcoming in a new year.
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IMAGINE THAT ALL AROUND you people
are talking of pirates and goddesses. They’re
whispering about evil spirits and hungry ghosts.
Suddenly, small children start floating in the air
while a troupe of golden lions marches down the
street! Massive dragons tear across the water to
the furious beating of drums. And in the center
of it all, people are scrambling up a gigantic
tower made from sweet sticky buns!
What’s going on? Why, it’s just another
celebration in Hong Kong! Nearly every month,

the streets are filled with colorful celebrations
and festive merrymakers.
Unique to the area is the quirky Festival
of the Bun Hills. Every spring, people flock to
the tiny island of Cheung Chau, located just
off the coast of Hong Kong. The festival honors
the sea god Pak Tai. Legend says he prevented
pirates from attacking and now protects the
islands from evil spirits. During the four-day
celebrations, the whole island goes vegetarian,
including the local McDonald’s. Music and
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Dragon boat races are extremely popular around the world, including
throughout the United States. It may even become an Olympic sport!
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floats fill the streets,
including “floating”
children! They’re
actually carried on
long poles, with safety
harnesses cleverly
hidden under their fancy
costumes.
The highlight of the event
is the bun races. Young men
sprint up 65-foot-tall rocket-shaped towers,
made almost entirely of sticky buns. They
collect buns as they climb and the higher
the bun, the greater the fortune. Nowadays,
everyone must take a mountain climbing
course before competing.
Being a coastal city, Hong Kong’s
inhabitants have long honored gods and
goddesses of the sea, such as Tam Kung and
Tin Hau. On Tin Hau’s birthday, parades of
intricate fa pau (floral wreaths) wind through
town amidst dancing lions. Fishermen sail
to her temples in boats festooned with silken
banners, and pray for another year of bulging
fishing nets.
Toward the end of May, the sounds
of beating drums and hammering gongs
reverberate throughout town. This marks
the beginning of the ancient Dragon Boat
Festival. Hundred-foot-long boats race across
the water, many with up to 50 rowers. Each
boat has an ornately carved dragon’s head
at the bow and a tail on the stern. The hull
is painted to look like dragon scales and the
paddles represent the claws.
Dating back more than 2,000 years, the
races commemorate the beloved poet, Qu
Yuan. When people learned that he’d drowned,
they sailed their boats up and down the river
searching for him. They even threw food such
as zongzi in the water to attract fish and keep
them away from his body.
By late September, it’s time to celebrate
the Mid-Autumn Festival. A centuries-old
tradition, it’s also called the Moon Festival
because people once offered thanks to the
moon for a bountiful harvest. The intricate
Don’t Look Down! Residents on
Cheung Chau Island scurry to
the top of the sticky bun tower.

designs pressed onto the delicacies of
this festival were once used to pass secret
messages amongst revolutionaries. Once they
deciphered the covert code, the cookies were
eaten — no trace left behind!
Later in the year, there’s the Hungry Ghost
Festival. Similar to Halloween, spirits roam
the streets during Yu Lan, visiting relatives
and looking for food. To appease the ghosts,
fake money and objects are burned, including
pretend cell phones!
Whether it’s flying kites at dusk for
Qingming, enjoying a classical Chinese opera, or
participating in one of the many dragon parades,
the traditions and holidays observed in Hong
Kong are simply breathtaking and amazing.
Gung hay fat choi! (May you have good
fortune and happiness!)

JENNIFER BUCHET is an award-winning children’s
author and a regular contributor to FACES. Her favorite
activities include reading, traveling, cooking exotic meals,
and of course, writing!

Making Cheung-Chau Buns
er of
e your own tow
You too can mak
urse!
co
iniaturized, of
sticky buns — m

INGREDIE

NTS:

DIRECTIONS:
1. In large bowl, dissolve yeast in the warm water,
then mix in 1 cup of flour. Cover with cloth and
leave for 1 hour, or until it bubbles.
2. Dissolve sugar and vegetable oil in cup of
boiling water. Cool until lukewarm, and then add
into yeast mixture.
3. Mix in remaining flour.
4. Knead dough on a floured surface until it’s
smooth and not sticky (about 10 minutes).
5. Place dough inside large, greased bowl and
cover. Let rise for 2 hours.
6. Next, divide dough into two portions. Form
each section into a long cylinder, like a rolling
pin. Cut each loaf into 12 circular pieces.
7. Flatten each dough circle and brush with
sesame oil. Fold circle in half to look like a
crescent moon and crimp edges closed.
8. Place each bun on a separate square of foil.
Cover them all and let rise for about 20 minutes.
9. Finally, steam over boiling water for 10 minutes. Extras may be frozen.
Enjoy!
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Hi James,
I’m Tommy and I’m a senior in high school. I’m
in the middle of preparing college applications
and touring universities. It’s exciting, but
stressful! Next week I leave for Florida to
see six different schools. I’m sure I’ll like the
weather there better than New Jersey! Have
you ever been to the United States?
-Tommy

What did you find were some of the
differences between the two cities?

I’ve been working at the YMCA part time
doing sports and aquatics with kids. I was a
summer counselor there this past summer at
the swim and multi-sport camp. It was a lot
of fun.
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Tomorrow I have a Halloween party and then
another on the 31st. I need to get costumes
together. Do you celebrate Halloween in
Hong Kong?

Hi Tommy,
I’m 16 and in my second to last year of high
school. I go to a British based high school, so
it’s called Year 12. Because I’ve just started the
two-year International Baccalaureate course, I
haven’t started looking at universities yet. I’m
still getting acquainted with the new workload
(it’s a lot!). I have been to the United States a
couple of times and I had a lot of fun visiting
New York and seeing how different it is from
Hong Kong.
-James

The most noticeable difference for me is
that in HK you’re never too far from the
countryside. Also, in NYC you have to walk on
the sidewalk to get to places, whereas in HK,
many buildings are connected with walkways
and tunnels so it’s entirely possible to spend
a day going around Hong Kong malls and
buildings without actually touching the street.
That’s great when it’s really hot out!

I work with kids, too. I have a Saturday job at
an art school as a teaching assistant. It’s fun,
but the kids like to cover me in paint, so it’s
messy!
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Has it caused any violence or riots?
It’s been a peaceful movement on the whole,
but the police tried to clear the protesters in
the first few days using tear gas. The protesters
remained peaceful, shielding themselves from
the tear gas with umbrellas — which have
become the symbol of the movement. Some
people call it the Umbrella Revolution. It started
as mainly local high school and university
students, but now people of all ages have
joined them. A few major roads are still closed,
which has caused problems for local businesses
and has deeply divided the people of HK into
pro- and anti-Occupy camps.

Speaking of traffic jams, this is an exciting
year for me because I recently turned 17 and
got my driver’s license. How old do you have
to be in Hong Kong to get your license? Is it
so crowded and busy — like NYC — that many
people don’t bother with a car? Most people
we know who live in the city don’t bother
with cars.
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The answer is on page 48.
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Answers are on page 48.

1. Food made from mashed-up
soybeans
3. Some of the oldest residents
of Hong Kong known for living
on boats in Aberdeen Harbor
5. This word means “nine
dragons” in Cantonese
6. The name for a symbol in the
Chinese writing system
7. A small boat made from three
planks
10. The _______ python is on
the threatened species list in
southern China

DOWN

2. The Mid-Autumn Festival is
also known as the ____ Festival
4. The races of the Dragon Boat
Festival honor this deceased
poet (two words)
8. A two-wheeled vehicle pulled
by either a runner or a bicyclist
9. Under the Treaty of _______
in 1842, China gave Hong Kong
to Great Britain
10. ______ tea consists of tea
and balls of tapioca
11. The ____ Tram goes up and
down Victoria Peak

ACROSS

HONG KONG

ES
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THE CHINESE WR
Chinese is one
of two official
languages in Hong
Kong. English is
the other.
Each symbol in Chinese is called a character. On
occasion, people refer to these symbols as pictographs
because some characters show a picture.
While some characters are pictorial, the
majority have two elements: a radical, which
suggests a word’s meaning, and a phonetic symbol,
which indicates sound.
This was true in 1200 B.C., the date of the
earliest surviving writing, and still is today. The
ancient Chinese probably developed radicals to help
them recognize characters with the same sound.
The earliest surviving Chinese characters were
scratched onto bones around 1200 B.C. They were
used continuously until 221 B.C., when China was
united for the first time. The first emperor, ShiHuangdi, issued a standard set of characters to
be used throughout the empire. These characters,
called “traditional,” are still in use in Hong Kong and
Taiwan. In China, on the other hand, the number of
lines in many characters has been reduced in recent
years in the hope that they would be easier to learn.
The Chinese, however, continue to use traditional
characters on occasion.
The closest form in Western writing to a
Chinese character is numbers. When you see the
number 4 on a page, you pronounce it as “four,”
but a French student looking at the same number
4 would say “quatre.” Even if you did not know
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W R I T I N G SY ST E M
by Valerie Hansen • illustrated by Lisa Fields
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how to say “four” in French, you could write
the number, and any French student would
know exactly what you mean.
That is true of all Chinese characters. People
in different parts of China (including Hong
Kong) pronounce them differently, and people
in Japan, Korea, and Vietnam have developed
their own systems of pronunciation as well.
Yet everyone can read the same characters and
know what they mean even if the reader does not
know how the writer pronounces them.
Is the Chinese writing system more difficult
than the English writing system? Most people
would say yes, because they know that anyone
can write in English using just 26 letters. As each
letter has a lowercase and an uppercase form,
the total number of different letters is 52. To read
a Chinese newspaper, a person needs to know
3,000 different characters. So, 3,000 vs. 52?
Surely English is easier to read than Chinese.
But things are more complicated than that.
When Americans read something, we do not spell
out the letters in a word unless it is unfamiliar.
If we already know a word, we read it as a
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unit. When Chinese readers encounter a familiar
character, they also read it as a unit. However, they
can break down an unfamiliar character into its
radical and phonetic element.
Some of the places with the highest literacy
rates in the world — Hong Kong, Singapore, and
Japan — use Chinese characters. It may be true
that characters are a bit more difficult for young
children to learn than the alphabet. However,
once you know how to read characters, you can
read with ease.
Writing Chinese characters on a computer
is more difficult than writing English because
each letter of the alphabet takes only one byte of
computer memory whereas an individual character
takes two. Modern computers, however, have
no trouble with Chinese characters, and many
students have found that computers can help them
to learn Chinese.

VALERIE HANSEN teaches pre-modern Chinese history at
Yale University. An author of several books, including The
Open Empire: A History of China to 1600, she is now writing a
world history textbook.

Students climb the stairway
to get to recess.

by Kate Carroll

I

f you ever move to Hong Kong, think
vertical. Hong Kong is home to hundreds of
skyscrapers. In fact, it’s likely that your school
would be several stories high too. City dwellers
are used to this lifestyle, but for those who
move there from a rural or suburban area, this
is a stretch — or rather, a climb!

One of these sky-high schools is the Hong
Kong International School, or HKIS, for short.
HKIS brings 2,600 students together from more
than 40 nations. With so many cultures present,
students develop respect and appreciation for all
people. HKIS demonstrates that the “other side” of
the world is closer than you think.
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Stairs, stairs, and more stairs!

HKIS’s two campuses are on the south side of Hong
Kong Island. Getting to school can be thrilling — or perhaps
terrifying. Winding down narrow roads along the jagged cliffs of
the Pacific Ocean is the route to school from the northern part
of Hong Kong. If you dare, make this trip in the very first seat
on top of a double decker bus. Fair warning — don’t attempt
this ride with a queasy stomach!
Moving from another country to Hong Kong makes you an
expat. Expat is short for expatriate, a citizen who lives outside of
his home country. People move to Hong Kong for various reasons,
and the average stay at HKIS is about three to four years. As
expat stays are temporary, HKIS focuses on welcoming students
right away. If you transferred to HKIS, it’s likely that your new
teacher and classmates would correspond with you before you
moved there. Note the time difference. While your new friends
would be writing to you during class time, you might be fast
asleep. Hong Kong is 12 hours ahead of Eastern Standard Time.
Classrooms at HKIS Primary span seven floors. Just as in
American schools, kids have recess. But at HKIS, recess is on
the roof! Children climb a mountain
of stairs to get to their playground.
Speaking of stairs, HKIS has a special
stairway in the lobby of the school
known as the Rainbow Stairs. A large,
colorful mural brightens the space
and offers a warm hello to all who
enter the school. Before students leave
HKIS Primary, they paint a picture of
themselves somewhere on the mural –
leaving their own imprint behind.
Like most school children in Hong
Kong, HKIS students wear uniforms.
Can you guess the colors of this
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Students leave their
mark on the school in
more ways than one!

HKIS is a diverse place for learning.

American-based school? Red, white, and blue! All shirts must display
the HKIS emblem. Families often buy uniforms at nearby Stanley
Market where shoppers “haggle” for the best price. Rarely do shoppers
pay the listed price for items in Hong Kong.
At HKIS, English is the spoken language, but, how’s your
Mandarin? Although
Cantonese is the most
common dialect in
Hong Kong, Mandarin,
China’s national
language, is part of
daily studies at HKIS.
Students learn to
speak Mandarin and
write pinyin — Chinese
character writing.
Rich cultural
diversity thrives
at HKIS. Classes
celebrate many
colorful traditions from
around the world.
The school salutes
the customs of India
on their annual India
Day. Instead of U.S.
Thanksgiving, some class clusters prepare an International Feast
Day. The variety of experiences promotes global understanding and
acceptance. Depending on the classroom and the current events in
the world, you might hear a real kookaburra laugh, or participate in
a Spirit Day effort to provide disaster relief to nearby neighbors in
the Philippines. During high school, your studies may take you on a
week-long experience to places such as Turkey, Singapore, or even the
Christmas Islands. No matter what activity goes on at HKIS, Torch,
the school mascot, is on hand to cheer his fellow classmates.
Every year, HKIS hosts a World’s Fair. This carnival celebrates
the various nations represented at the school. You can taste
cuisine, make crafts, or play games with people from around the
globe. From Papua, New Guinea to Atlanta, Georgia, the world is the
stage during this exhibition.
So, how would you feel about attending a sky-high school in a
foreign land? Although you would move far away from home, you
would see and do unimaginable things. Just like the buildings
in Hong Kong, you would rise to new heights and have once in
a lifetime experiences. You would no longer be just a citizen of
the United States; your encounters would make you an honorary
citizen of the world.
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The Boat Dwellers of

ABERDEEN HAR
by Natasha Yim
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What did
Tanka children use
as floaties when they
went swimming in Aberdeen
Harbor? Dried gourds. A gourd is
a large fruit with a hard skin. Some
varieties of fruit in the gourd
family are cucumber, squash,
melon, and pumpkin. They
would tie the gourds to
their backs with rope.
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HONG KONG’S ABERDEEN HARBOR
was once a thriving water city of 150,000 people
who lived on wooden junks — old Chinese sailing
ships with distinctive curved paneled sails —
and smaller boats called sampans (sahm-pans).
The harbor would fill with the chatter of families
going about their daily lives, the aromatic wafts
of dinner cooking, and the cries of “Fresh fish!
Just caught today!” Sometimes, if the boats were
large enough, you’d even hear the clattering
of mahjong tiles, and see four people seated
around a square table playing this popular
Chinese game. On hot, humid days, children
would leap off the boats and splash around in
the murky water, occasionally diving for coins
that tourists would toss into the harbor. These
boat dwellers are the Tanka (ton-kah), an ethnic
minority group from Southern China, who have
fished and lived on the water for centuries.
Ancient folklore tells of the Tanka’s arrival
in Hong Kong on the crests of tidal waves, hence
their connection to the sea. Other stories say they
were exiled from shore by warlords who stole
their land and forced them to live in boats or stilt
homes on the water. They may have existed since
prehistoric times or, as some claim, descended
from Genghis Khan and the Mongols. No matter
what their origins, the Tanka people are among
the oldest inhabitants of Hong Kong.
In spite of this, they have suffered much
discrimination. For many years, the Tanka people
were looked down upon as outcasts and of a
lower class. During the Qing (Ching) Dynasty
(1644–1912), they were not allowed to settle on
shore, and in the 1950s, the British Government
threatened to tear down their stilt homes in Tai-O
on the northwestern coast of neighboring Lantau
Island. This may be the reason why many Tanka
people today are reluctant to identify with their
Tanka heritage, preferring to call themselves Sui
Seung Yan (se-o soong yung), “people of the water” or
Naan Hoi Yan, “people of the Southern Sea.”
While the men fished in the South China Sea
beyond Aberdeen Harbor, Tanka women ferried
visitors on sightseeing tours around Aberdeen,
or formed a fisherman’s market along the pier,
their sampans stacked with baskets of seafood for

Thousands of people live
in this floating village in
Aberdeen Harbor.
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The Jumbo
floating restaurant in
Aberdeen Harbor is the
largest of its kind in the world.
It is decorated in the old style of
Emperors’ palaces with painted
pagodas and dragons. It has three
decks, and can seat 2,000 diners.
Some famous people who have
eaten there are John Wayne,
Tom Cruise, and Queen
Elizabeth II.

TOP More and more young Tanka are moving away
from the sea.

CENTER The Jumbo Floating Restaurant is the most
famous restaurant of its kind in the world.

BOTTOM Most Arberdeen Harbor residents make a
living from fishing and tourism.
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OPPOSITE PAGE A street vendor sells fried squid.

sale. Many would also row their boats to the large,
brightly decorated “floating” restaurants anchored
in the harbor and offer the fresh catch of the day
to diners. If you ate at one of these restaurants,
you could order your dinner, not from a menu,
but from a sampan bobbing in the water carrying
garoupa (gah-roo-pah), eel, catfish, red snapper,
mussels, octopus, and squid.
Today, Aberdeen Harbor, which was named
after the British Secretary of State, George
Hamilton-Gordon, 4th Earl of Aberdeen, has
shrunk in size due to urban development.
Skyscrapers have sprung up around the harbor,
and the number of people living on the water
has diminished. Many of the traditional wooden
junks and sampans have been replaced by
yachts and motorized boats. The government has
encouraged the boat dwellers to move on shore
into apartments, and many Tanka fishermen now
live on land but keep their fishing boats in the
harbor. The lure of better and more stable jobs
has also enticed the
younger generation to
move on shore.
Many young
people don’t want to
follow their fathers
and grandfathers into
the fishing industry,
so the Tanka people’s
identification as
fishermen and boat
dwellers is being lost.
In the past, the Tanka’s
exclusion from the
rest of Chinese society
helped maintain their
culture, language, and
traditions. But now
that their boat dwelling
and fishing traditions
are disappearing, many
Tanka people don’t
want to identify with the culture or speak the
Tanka dialect for fear of discrimination.
The Tanka language is also very specifically
linked to the sea. Many of the words are related to

fishing or the ocean, and can only be understood
by other Tanka-speaking people. The traditional
Tanka seawater song, often sung at wedding
ceremonies and family gatherings, contains
fishing terminology about different types of fish:
“Large head hair tail becomes white in color after death,
Yellow croaker has a golden yellow head,
Moray eel makes a shelter, when it gets older,
Weather loach ties itself when it is in danger.”

With the younger generation of Tanka people
moving away from the sea and finding jobs
elsewhere on shore, they are no longer familiar
with these traditional fishing terms and the Tanka
language has lost much practical use.
Just as folk legends proclaim that the Tanka
rode in on waves, Tanka superstition professes
that if they spend too much time on land,
they will be swept away by waves. Sadly, this
seems to be coming true as the Tanka people’s
migration to shore and away from the water
is threatening to “sweep” away their culture,
language, and traditions.

NATASHA YIM is the author of four picture books, and has
written articles for APPLESEEDS, FACES, and Highlights
for Children.
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The first player to
get 11 points wins.

PING–P
Table tennis and ping-pong
are the game’s two most well
known names, but in its early
days it was also known as whif
whaf, pom pom, pim pam, parlor
tennis, netto, and royal game.

Table tennis, or ping-pong
as it is also known, is a
popular game in Hong Kong
and all of China.

Lee Ho-Ching and
Ng Wing-nam are
considered Hong
Kong’s top players.
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Ping-pong became an
Olympic sport in the 1988
Seoul, Korea summer games.

A Closer Look
The name ping-pong
comes from the
sound the ball would
make when it hit the
covered surface of
the paddle.

compiled by Carolee Miot McIntosh

–PONG
A regulation
ping-pong
table is 9 feet
long, 5 feet
wide, and 2 ½
feet high.

The size of the ball
was increased from
38 mm to 40 mm to
make it easier for
television viewing.

More than 10
million people
worldwide play
table tennis
competitively.

Ping-pong was
banned in the
former Soviet
Union from 1930
to 1950 because
officials thought
it was bad for
one’s eyes.

Be ready! Skilled players
can hit the ball with such
force that it travels more
than 100 mph.
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Amazing, beautiful, thoughtful children’s gifts
for every celebration.
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Jumbled below you will find a traditional Hong Kong proverb. The letters
are directly below the column in which they fit, but are mixed up within
the column. It is your job to determine where each letter goes.

.
.

T
O T
N A A
W A S

L
E
I
B

R
N
O
S
O

A
I
K L L O
N T Y A
O F C T

I
C T
N T
A A N
The answer is on page 48.

by Janise Gates
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The Magic Bowl
retold by Robert D. San Souci • illustrated by Chris Hsu

O

nce a poor boy named Little Wong lived

Marveling at the strangeness of it all, Little Wong

with his mother. The two made a scant living

soon had so much grass bundled up that his carrying

working for a rich farmer. The woman sewed and did
the laundry; she also fed the ducks and pigs. Little

For days after this, Little Wong went back to the

Wong spent his days in the hills, cutting fresh grass to

curious field. It was always the same; the grass grew

feed the farmer’s horses.

back as fast as he cut it.

Because he had to cut so much grass from the

When the farmer saw that the boy was

area around the farm, Little Wong had to go farther

returning early each day with a full load of grass, he

and farther into the fields to find enough grass to

asked, “How are you able to cut so much grass and

satisfy his employer.

return so quickly?”

But the grass on the hillside grew thin. The boy

When Little Wong explained about the wonderful

climbed higher yet, afraid to go back without full

field, his greedy master said only, “Fine! Then you can

bundles on each end of his carrying pole. “Surely

bring a double load each day, and my horses will be

my master will beat me,” he said aloud, “if his

fatter for it.”

horses go hungry.”
Suddenly, around a bend in the path, he
discovered a meadow of ripe green grass. The wind
rippled through it so that it looked like ocean waves.

So the boy had to work twice as hard. At last his
mother asked what had happened that he now made
two trips into the hills each day.
When her son told her about the meadow with

Eagerly, Little Wong began to cut the grass. As fast

the ever-growing grass, she said, “My son, take me

as his sickle mowed it, more grass would spring up

along with you tomorrow morning.”

the moment the blade passed. Faster and faster
he cut the grass; faster and faster it grew back.
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pole nearly broke under the weight of it.

At sunrise, the two went into the hills. There his
mother watched in amazement as Little Wong swiftly

cut two bundles of grass, yet the meadow seemed

the man angrily shook his finger. “Do not lie to me,”

untouched by his sickle. “There is something magical

he said. “I know what I see.”

about this place,” she said.

Puzzled, the woman picked up the earthenware

At that moment, Little Wong’s sickle struck an

bowl, washed it out, and set it inside her house. She

object half-hidden in the grass. “Perhaps this is the

thought no more about it until she dropped a bit of

source of the magic!” he exclaimed.

thread into the bowl while she made herself some tea.

Quickly they dug, thinking to find some

To her astonishment, when she tried to take

magical treasure. But all they found was a shallow

up the thread, it kept coming until she had a pile of

earthenware bowl. “Surely there is nothing magical

thread upon the floor. Only when she lifted the bowl

about this,” said Little Wong in disappointment.

to look more closely at it did the thread stop coming.

“Since we have gone to the trouble of digging it
up,” his mother said, “I will take it home and use it for
feeding the master’s ducks.”
The next day, while her son was cutting grass, the

At that moment, Little Wong entered the
room very upset.
“Mother, the grass in the meadow no longer
grows back when I cut it. Since I must bring back

woman put a handful of grain into the bowl to feed

twice as much for our master, the meadow will soon

the ducks. Then she went to do some sewing.

be grassless. Because there is so little grass anywhere

But the master soon came to scold her, crying,
“Foolish woman, you must pay more attention to
your job. Look at how the ducks have scattered feed
all over the yard! Why did you give them so much?”
When Little Wong’s mother tried to explain that
she had put only a handful of duck feed in the bowl,

else, the master will surely beat me. Perhaps he will
turn us both out.” The boy began to weep.
But his mother put her arm around his shoulder.
“Do not cry, my son! The magic that was in the
meadow is here now.”
Quickly, she told him about the duck feed and the
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thread that had come from the little bowl.
“Could this be a treasure bowl?” asked Little Wong. He reached
into the little cloth pocket at the front of his belt and took out a
single copper coin. He tossed it into the bowl. Instantly, the bowl
filled with coins.
“It is a miracle!” cried the woman. “We won’t be poor any longer.”
From that moment, they no longer worked for the farmer,
though they remained in their little hut, not far from the man’s
gatepost. They lived carefully, spending their money wisely.
Each time they had used up their supply of copper coins, they
placed one in the bowl and it would fill itself with coppers.
Little Wong still went into the hills every day, but now he cut
and gathered firewood. When the money he made from his work
was added to the coins from the magic bowl, Little Wong and his
mother lived quite comfortably.
But their neighbors grew jealous. Rumors spread that there
was something mysterious about the two who lived so well on a
woodcutter’s earnings.
No one was more curious than the greedy farmer who had once
been their master. One day, he spied through the window as Little
Wong’s mother tossed a copper coin into the bowl. He could barely
believe his eyes when he saw the bowl fill itself with coins. The
woman took out the coins and put them in a cloth bag.
He stormed into the house and snatched the bowl, crying, “This
belongs to me! It was my ducks’ feeding bowl.”
Little Wong returned at this point and argued that the bowl
belonged to him and his mother because they had dug it up in
the meadow.
“The meadow also belongs to me!” said the farmer. When
mother and son tried to rescue the bowl, the man called to the
neighbors to back his claim. Because the others were jealous of
Little Wong and his mother, they let the farmer have his way. Little
Wong’s mother began to weep, but her son said, “We have more
than enough put aside for our needs. And I will continue to gather
and sell firewood.”
Meanwhile, the farmer raced home with the ill-gotten treasure
bowl. So eager was he to increase his wealth that he took a heavy
silver ingot and dropped it into the bowl.
But the fragile bowl shattered. Though the man tried to repair
it, it would never yield up so much as an extra bit of thread or a
single copper coin, no matter what was put in it. And from the
moment the bowl broke, the farmer’s luck turned bad. His fields and
orchards turned dry; his ducks and horses wasted away.
But Little Wong and his mother continued to prosper, and lived
out their days contentedly.
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Painting City Scapes w
Hong Kong is considered a world city,
meaning the business that takes place there affects
the entire world. Hong Kong is also an important
center for Asian art. Tang Ying Chi, an artist from
Hong Kong, has spent time in cities across the
world including in Australia, England, Thailand, and
China. Through the years, she has received many
awards and her work has been presented in galleries
throughout the world. She is particularly interested
in painting city scenes, especially her home city of
Hong Kong. Her paintings are a tapestry of the colors,
shapes and lines created by the busy city scenes.
Tang Ying Chi uses digital photography and paint to
create her artwork. You can make a painting of your
city using her techniques too.

Materials Needed:
•Digital camera
•Printer
•One overhead transparent sheet
•Overhead projector
•20x24 watercolor paper
•Watercolor paints, paintbrushes, and palette
•Jars of water
•Newspaper to cover your work surface
•Permanent fine line markers or pens

Step 1: Take Some City Pictures
Tang Ying Chi starts her art projects by taking
pictures of her city. You can follow the same process
by using a digital camera to take pictures of your
local town. Look for interesting angles, colorful
shapes, and simple lines.

Step 2: Projecting the Picture
Print the picture onto an overhead transparency
sheet. Using the overhead projector, shine the picture
onto a wall. Tape the sheet of watercolor paper onto
the wall where the picture is projected. Copy the lines
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by Brenda Breuls

es with Tang Ying Chi
from the picture onto the watercolor paper. Feel free
to edit the picture keeping your lines and shapes
simple and clear.

Step 3: Adding Color
Once you have the basic shapes and lines of the
picture drawn, take the watercolor paper from the
wall and tape all the edges to a flat board that is
slightly larger than the watercolor paper. This will
keep the paper from bubbling or moving while
you paint. Fill some jars with water to rinse your
brushes while you paint. Begin to add color to
the drawing starting with the lightest and largest
areas first. When you work with watercolors it is
important to let it dry in between layers of paint.
Wait to add the final details and darkest colors
until the end. You can even use permanent fine line
markers to add the smallest details.

Step 4: Displaying Your Work
When your work is done, gently remove the tape
from the edges of the watercolor paper. You should
have a white border all around the edges of the
painting. Frame your piece. See if your friends and
family can guess the location in your town that you
have painted.

C
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N
T
E
S
T

City Watercolor

Send us your “City Watercolor”! Mail
your creation to FACES City Watercolor
Contest, 30 Grove Street, Peterborough,
NH 03458 or email a high-resolution scan
to facesmag@yahoo.com by March 15,
2015. Be sure to include your full name,
age, and address. Your art could be
featured in an upcoming issue of FACES.
*All submissions become property of
Cricket Media and will not be returned.
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Ages 8 to 12
Lee & Low Books, 2009
www.leeandlow.com

by Elaina R., 13,
Elgin, South Carolina

TOFU
QUILT

Answer to Where in the World? on page 26:
The Pavilion of Absolute Perfection is the
centerpiece of Nan Lian Garden.
Answers to HONG KONG CROSSWORD on
page 27:

by Ching Yeung Russell
Tofu Quilt, by Ching Yeung Russell, is a very interesting book. I told myself I would
only read one chapter every night and ended up reading more than half the book in
one sitting! Tofu Quilt takes place in Hong Kong in the 1950s and 1960s. This story is
based on the author’s early childhood. Yeung Ying is a girl who doesn’t agree with
the commonly held view that boys are more important than girls. She wants to be
educated just like her mom. She doesn’t just want to listen to her husband and have
children. She wants to be something different. Her dream is to be a writer, which
was unacceptable for girls at the time. One of the reasons she wants to be a writer is
so she can eat more dan lai, which is steamed custard. Yeung Ying’s Ma, Ba Ba, and
cousin, Yee, help her realize her dream of becoming a writer. The chapters are very
short, easy to read, and are in verse form. It touches on some Chinese customs such
as lucky mirrors, drying your clothes on poles, and how to address your relatives.
Overall, this book was super fun to read and I really enjoyed it.

“Neigh, what a romantic site!”
“Reeallly Romantic!” — Safa F.
from September 2014
FACES: The Modern Face of Greece
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One Last Face
Fill in the speech bubble for this photograph.
The best entries will be published in an
upcoming issue! Send your captions to:
facesmag@yahoo.com.
Please put the title of this
issue in the subject line.

“I dare you!”
“It’s on!” — Sophia S.
“Wait, are we related?”
“Are we twins?” — Marcel
“I don’t like you and you don’t like me, but
this contest will finally prove who is the
better horse.”
“Let the gyros-eating competition begin!”
— Alyssa K.
“Well, . . . ”
“Someone needs to change.” — Joy

7/14/14 10:36 PM

“We’re symmetrical.”
“Lacirtemmys er’ew.” — Anna F.
“Hey neigh-bor, wanna go for a swim?”
“Sure, but you gotta go first!” — Hannah J.
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“Why do you look like me?”
“Why do yyyooouuu look like me?” — Lauren J.
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Answers to Fallen Quote on page 41:
“Not only can water float a boat, it also can
sink it.”
Answers to DOUBLE DRAGON on back cover:
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Answer to Mystery Photo on inside front cover:
At more than 111 feet high, the Tian Tan
Buddha statue, is one of Hong Kong’s
biggest attractions and draws pilgrims from
all over Asia.

Please put the title of this
issue in the subject line.

Fill in the speech bubble for this photograph.
The best entries will be published in an
upcoming issue! Send your captions to:
facesmag@yahoo.com.
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Can you spot the ten differences
between the two dragons?
Answers are on page 48.
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