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EDITOR’S NOTE
Washington, D.C., is one of the most attractive cities in America. 
Of course, the federal government and its impressive buildings 
play an important role in making it unique and keeping it humming 
with energy. But D.C. is also filled with monuments, parks, museum, 
galleries, restaurants, and universities. It has become a destination 
city—a beautiful place that attracts workers, students, and tourists. 
But that was not always the case. Our capital city has an interest-
ing history. This issue explores the events and people that helped 
make Washington, D.C., our nation’s “permanent” capital.
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I’m not sure Major L’Enfant factored 
in the needs of squirrels when 
creating his design for the city.creating his design for the city.
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Washington, D.C., is obviously the seat of 
government of the United States. The 
White House, the U.S. Capitol Building, 

and the Supreme Court are all there. The work 
done in those buildings makes daily headlines. 
The decisions made by the federal government 
affect people across the nation and sometimes 
around the world.

Washington is also a top cultural city. World-
class monuments, memorials, museums, sporting 
events, recreational parks, and performing arts 
centers draw millions of visitors each year.

Looking back, it is remarkable that Washington, 
D.C., evolved into the capital city it is today. It 
didn’t even exist before 1790. It didn’t become  
the U.S. capital until 1800. And it didn’t become  
a grand city until long after that.

PICK A CITY, BUT NOT JUST ANY CITY
In the years prior to and during the Revolutionary 
War (1775–1783), the leaders of the 13 Colonies 
met in a variety of locations (see the sidebar). After 
the war ended, Americans tried to figure out the 
best way to govern themselves. They decided they 
wanted a permanent place for the nation’s leaders  

to meet. America’s former colonists, however, 
argued about many issues—including where to 
locate their new nation’s capital.

The framers of the Constitution tried to estab-
lish some basic guidelines. Article I, Section 8 states 
that the nation’s seat of government would be a 
“District” measuring no more than 10 miles square. 
One or more states would have to cede, or give up, 
land to the federal government to create the city. 
But the Constitution did not state where to locate 
the capital.

Should the new capital be near the nation’s 
geographic center? Or should it be near the coast, 
where the largest numbers of people lived? Should 
it be an existing city? Or should it be a brand  
new one?

Leaders pushed for their own interests, and 
dozens of different cities were considered. The story 
of how Washington, D.C., ultimately was chosen is 
told on page 6.

The Residence Act of 1790 gave President George 
Washington 10 years to get the new capital city built. 
Washington, D.C., became the nation’s official seat 
of government just within that deadline—by the fall 
of 1800.

A Capital Place
by Kathiann M. Kowalski
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The capital city has come a long way since 1803, 
when the President’s House was the only building 
in its “neighborhood” (RIGHT). Today, the White 
House’s back lawn remains an open space, but the 
blocks around it are filled with government office 
buildings (BELOW).

In this panoramic view of Washington, D.C., the 
monumental core of the city is lit up at night.
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       Your Turn       

STAY OR GO?
But some people were not convinced that Washington, 
D.C., was the best place for the nation’s capital. The 
city offered sparse housing and relatively few services 
in the early 19th century.

Then, during the War of 1812, the British marched 
on Washington in 1814 and set fire to government 
buildings. Faced with a fire-damaged city, Congress 
considered a bill to move the capital to Philadelphia, 
but the bill did not pass.

The idea of moving the country’s capital arose 
again at various times during the 19th century. The 
notion of multiple capitals came up, too. An 1850 map 
showed a proposed Western District of Columbia in 
southern Illinois. In 1869, people talked about moving 
the capital to St. Louis, Missouri.

Western cities wanted to be part of the action, 
too. Washington, D.C., was “both inconvenient and 
unhealthful,” noted one 1890 article in Portland’s 
Morning Oregonian. “[I]t is too hot for habitation in 
midsummer, is wretchedly cold and foggy in winter, 
and has no natural beauties of scenery or location to 
recommend it.”

More recently, in early 2014, Congressional can-
didate Ben Sasse revisited the idea. “Let’s move the 
capital to Nebraska and leave the lobbyists and influ-
ence peddlers back East,” Sasse said. Sasse said that 
the suggestion was a “thought experiment,” not a seri-
ous proposal. (Sasse was campaigning in Nebraska.) 

A DESTINATION CITY
Not only was it hard to completely silence talk of 
moving the capital, but the capital also served only 
as a seat of government. Many years passed before 
Washington, D.C., became the grand destination 
city that it is today with monuments, museums,  
and more. Those developments didn’t necessarily 
have to happen, either.

Some state seats of government attract far 
fewer visitors than do their other cities. Chicago, 
New York City, Los Angeles, and New Orleans 
outdraw Springfield (Illinois), Albany (New 
York), Sacramento (California), and Baton Rouge 
(Louisiana), for example.

On the world scene, Turkey’s capital of Ankara 
is not the grand city Istanbul is. Brazil’s Brasilia is 
a modern seat of government but is far from being 
as famous as Rio de Janeiro. On the flip side, Rome 
was a cultural center long before modern Italy 
formed in the 19th century.

Washington has become a cultural center for the 
United States as well as its seat of government. It’s 
easy to take for granted Washington, D.C.’s identity 
as the U.S. capital today. But its history and how it 
achieved this status is worth a closer look. So here 
we go!  O
Kathiann M. Kowalski loves visiting the Smithsonian museums, the National 
Gallery of Art, and Georgetown when she visits family in Washington, D.C. She 
contributes regularly to COBBLESTONE and other Cricket Media magazines.

  W e’d like to know  
your thoughts. Suppose you 

were picking a capital city for the United 
States in the 21st century. Would you stay 
with Washington, D.C.? Or would you pick 
somewhere else? Does it matter if the country’s 
capital is in a central location? What should be 
the main function of a capital city—government 
center, cultural gem, business and financial 
headquarters, or something else? Email us at 
cobblestone@cricketmedia.com. We’ll print  
some of your responses in a future issue.
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       Your Turn       

Americans convened their first congress in 1774. Between then 
and when the federal government moved to Washington, D.C.,  

26 years passed. The country’s leaders met in a number of different 
cities during that time. Between 1775 and 1781, during fighting in the 
Revolutionary War, the delegates to the congress feared capture 
by British forces, so they moved twice when the British attacked 
Philadelphia. Here’s a look at the places that became the nation’s seat 
of government when the congress came to town. A permanent capital 
was first discussed in 1783, but the issue was not resolved until 1790.

First Continental Congress
September 5, 1774, to October 26, 1774: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Second Continental Congress 
May 10, 1775, to December 12, 1776: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
December 20, 1776, to February 27, 1777: Baltimore, Maryland
March 4, 1777, to September 18, 1777: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
September 27, 1777 (one day): Lancaster, Pennsylvania
September 30, 1777, to June 27, 1778: York, Pennsylvania
July 2, 1778, to March 1, 1781: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Congress under the Articles of Confederation
March 1, 1781, to June 21, 1783: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
June 30, 1783, to November 4, 1783: Princeton, New Jersey
November 26, 1783, to August 19, 1784: Annapolis, Maryland
November 1, 1784, to December 24, 1784: Trenton, New Jersey
January 11, 1785, to March 2, 1789: New York, New York

Congress under the Constitution
March 4, 1789, to August 12, 1790: New York, New York
August 13, 1790, to December 5, 1790: In transition
December 6, 1790, to May 14, 1800: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
May 15, 1800, to June 14, 1800: In transition 
June 15, 1800: Washington, D.C.

MADE TO ORDER

Washington, D.C., is not the only city 
that was built specifically to serve 

as a capital. Can you match the purpose-
built capitals below with their respective 
nations? Answers on page 48.

Belmopan Pakistan

Brasilia India

Islamabad Belize

Canberra Brazil

New Delhi Russia

St. Petersburg Australia

ON 
THE 

MOVE

Moving for  
me is a breeze. 

I just fly!

by Andrew Matthews
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T he United States faced many problems at the end of the 
Revolutionary War in 1783. The weakness of the federal govern-
ment was the most critical issue. Despite the former Colonies being 

united as one country, most Americans still identified more closely with 
their individual states. One way to earn respect for and strengthen the 
young nation was to create a federal capital. But Americans disagreed over 
what kind of capital they wanted as well as where it should be located.

Some people wanted a small capital. They believed that the states 
should be more powerful than the federal government. Others favored a 
large capital and a strong federal government. The two opposing groups 
also differed over who would control the capital: Should Congress have 

A Permanent Home
by Kenneth R. Bowling

Philadelphia’s role as the 
largest city in the Colonies 
made it a natural meeting 
place for colonial leaders.

Any tree will 
do for me. 
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total control, or should control be divided between the state and federal 
governments?

Then there was the issue of where to locate the capital. More than 
30 sites were proposed. The list included Newport, Rhode Island, and 
Newburgh, New York, in the North and Norfolk and Williamsburg, 
Virginia, in the South. Western locations such as Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
and Marietta, Ohio, also hoped to be considered.

The northern and southern states distrusted each other. They saw the 
capital as a means of gaining power and influence. Both argued in favor of 
a centrally located capital. But southerners wanted a geographically cen-
tered site, which would put the capital closer to their region. Northerners, 
on the other hand, thought that the capital should be chosen according to 
population, which would mean choosing a location in a northern state.

In October 1783, Congress decided to locate a small federal town on the 
Delaware River near Trenton, New Jersey. This angered southern congress-
men. To appease the South, Elbridge Gerry of Massachusetts suggested 
that Congress establish a second federal town on the Potomac River near 
Georgetown, Maryland. Congress could reside for six months in each 
place. The plan was too expensive to carry out, however.

Four years later, the Constitutional Convention met in Philadelphia to 
revise the Articles of Confederation. There was 
still no agreement on a specific site for the capi-
tal. But delegates to the convention made some 
decisions. They declared that the capital should 
be part of a district—10 miles square—and 
that Congress should have exclusive jurisdic-
tion (see the sidebar) over it.

In September 1789, the first Congress under 
the U.S. Constitution met in New York. It 
took up the question of the location of the 
capital. Once again, southerners in the House 
of Representatives supported a geographi-
cally centered location on the Potomac River. 
Northerners favored a population-centered 
location on the Susquehanna River. Southern 
representatives warned that approval of the 
Susquehanna capital would threaten the 
continuation of the Union, but the northerners 
had enough votes to approve this site. Before a bill could be passed naming 
Germantown, near Philadelphia, as the site, however, Congress adjourned. 
The bill died.

When Congress reconvened in January 1790, another sectional issue 
came to the forefront. Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton 
proposed that the federal government assume the responsibility for the 
Revolutionary War debts of the states. Southerners opposed this as a threat 
to states’ rights. Also, some southern states had already paid off a good 
portion of their war debts, so the proposal did not benefit the southern 

Appease means to 
grant concessions.

Sectional means a 
separation or division 
into different parts.

New York City, and its renovated 
Federal Hall, served as the first 
capital of the United States under 
the Constitution.
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states in the same 
way it did the north-
ern states. When  
the House defeated 
the proposal in 
April, northerners  
threatened the  
continuation of  
the Union.

Congress finally 
reached one of the 
first compromises 
between North and 
South that would 
hold the Union 
together over the 
next 70 years. In 
June, Hamilton 
sought support for 
his war debt pay-
ment plan from 
Secretary of State 
Thomas Jefferson. 

Jefferson invited him to dinner with Virginia representative James 
Madison. Madison was the leading opponent of Hamilton’s proposal.

At dinner, Madison agreed to convince enough southerners to support 
Hamilton’s Assumption Bill (the law that allowed the federal government 
to assume the states’ war debts). In exchange, Hamilton would prevent 
northern congressmen from defeating the Residence Act (the proposal to 
locate the permanent capital on the Potomac River). As part of the deal, 
the federal government would spend the next 10 years in Philadelphia until 
the new city was ready. Both acts then passed.

On July 17, 1790, President George Washington signed the act locating 
the capital on the Potomac. Washington saw the Potomac as the “Gateway 
to the West.” The act gave the president unlimited power to build the 
capital city from the ground up. Washington chose the precise site for the 
capital himself. It was not far from his Virginia home, Mount Vernon. In 
September 1791, the city was named Washington, and the federal district 
surrounding it became the District of Columbia. It included the existing 
towns of Alexandria, Virginia, and Georgetown, Maryland.

George Washington did not live to see his dream of a Potomac capital 
come true. He died in 1799, and the federal government moved to the 
district in 1800. Despite the fact that it is no longer centrally located with 
respect to either territory or population, the nation’s capital has remained 
there ever since.  O
Kenneth R. Bowling is the author of The Creation of Washington, D.C. and the consulting editor for this issue.

This location on the Potomac 
River was chosen to be the site 
for the nation’s new federal city.
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In 1961, the states amended 
the Constitution so that  

residents of the capital 
can vote for the presi-

dent and the vice 
president. Residents 
today also govern 
their local affairs. 
They elect a mayor 
and a 13-member city 
council, but Congress 

still has exclusive 
jurisdiction over 

the district and can 
overturn local laws. And 

residents of Washington, 
D.C., do not have voting 

representation in Congress. 
But district residents continue to 

argue for all the rights and privileges of 
American citizenship. These rights include electing 
representatives with voting rights to both chambers 
of Congress. In addition, district residents would 
like full control over local affairs—and no longer 
have them be subject to Congress’ 
approval or oversight. —K.R.B.

The federal city of 
Washington was 

created by combin-
ing portions of land 
ceded by Maryland 
and Virginia. 
Together, they 
formed the District 
of Columbia. 
According to the 
Constitution, 
Congress was given 
exclusive jurisdic-
tion over the district 
and the capital. The 
10-miles-square area 
became a separate entity—
the land was no longer part of 
any state.

This meant that residents of the new 
federal district were under the direct authority  
of Congress. They were not allowed to vote for  
the U.S. president or be represented in Congress 
even though they paid federal taxes. This was taxa-
tion without representation—one of the reasons 
Americans had fought the Revolutionary War.

Ceded means 
given up or yielded 
possession of.

NO
STATE 

INFLUENCE!

This map shows the District 
of Columbia today. In 1846, 
Congress gave back to Virginia 
the part of the district that  
lay across the Potomac River.

9
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Washington, D.C.MAPPING
MAPPING

IT!
P eter Charles L’Enfant had big ideas for America’s capital city (see 

page 12). After choosing key locations for two important government 
buildings—the President’s House and the Congress House (today’s 

White House and U.S. Capitol Building)—L’Enfant designed large boulevards 
radiating out from those centers of power. He drew the rest of the city’s 
streets based on a simple grid pattern. But his main feature was a grand avenue 
stretching from the Congress House westward toward the Potomac River run-
ning through the heart of the city. It was not until 1901, however, that L’Enfant’s 
idea truly took shape. That’s when the McMillan Commission (see page 29) 
rediscovered L’Enfant’s plan and designed the National Mall. The lawn-filled 
space extends from the U.S. Capitol Building to the Lincoln Memorial, a 
distance of more than two miles. Today, museums are located on both sides 
of its tree-lined streets, and memorials fill in areas west of the Washington 
Monument. Many of these sites are free to the public. With an estimated 
24 million people visiting each year, the National Mall has become a national 
stage for celebrations and protests. 

10
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When Peter Charles L’Enfant resigned from the project 

in 1792, Andrew Ellicott redrew L’Enfant’s plan. Ellicott 

was one of the surveyors who helped lay out the new 

capital’s boundaries.

This modern map of downtown Washington, D.C., 
focuses on the National Mall.

Look at all 
that green 

space! 11

COB1410_10_MappingIt.indd   11 8/27/14   1:43 PM



Pierre Charles L’Enfant (1754–1825) came 
to the United States in 1777 to serve in  
the Revolutionary War. After the  

fighting ended in 1781, he decided to 
remain in the states instead of 
returning to France. He settled 
in New York and became an 
accomplished architect.

In 1785, L’Enfant 
was consulted about 
the federal town that 
Congress hoped to build 
on the Delaware River. 
In 1788, New Yorkers 
hired him to convert 
their city hall into an 
elegant capitol building. It 
became the Federal Hall for 
the first Congress under the 
U.S. Constitution. A year later, 
Congress began debating where to 
locate the capital city. L’Enfant sent a 
letter to Washington, whom he had met during the 
Revolutionary War, offering to design the city. In 
January 1791, Washington asked him to do just that.

The two men toured part of the federal district 
together. In the end, L’Enfant convinced the president 
to support a larger capital than he had originally 

intended. L’Enfant pointed out the ridge running 
west from Jenkins Hill, now called Capitol Hill.  
On this ridge, which ran parallel to the Potomac 

River, L’Enfant planned to site the city’s 
major public structures. Broad  

avenues would radiate like spokes 
from the “Congress house” (the 

U.S. Capitol Building) on one 
end and the “President’s 
house” (the White House) 
on the other. Those two 
main federal buildings 
would be the focal points 
of the city’s layout.

By August, L’Enfant had 
completed his design. A grid 

of streets that ran north–
south and east–west filled out 

the plan and crisscrossed the 
existing farms and fields in the 

area. The most significant features 
were the many large avenues that cut diag-

onally across the rectangular street plan creating 
circles, squares, and grand vistas. L’Enfant’s idea was 
to name these broad streets after states in the Union.

His grandest vista was a wide, tree-lined avenue 
extending westward from the Capitol to the Potomac 
River. When L’Enfant drew his plan, however, the 

DID YOU 
KNOW?

Most history books refer to the 

designer of the U.S. capital by his

French name—Pierre Charles L’Enfant. 

By the time he started planning the 

federal city, however, L’Enfant had 

changed his name to reflect his new 

adopted country. In all federal  

records and on his plan for the  

city, he used “Peter Charles.”

 
Designer 

With a
 Grand 
Vision

by Kenneth R. Bowling

 
Designer 

With a
 Grand 
Vision
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Potomac River was wider than it is today, and 
the avenue only extended about one mile before  
it ended at the river.

L’Enfant was an artist with a vision—a long-
term and expensive one. He soon came into 
conflict with the three commissioners appointed 
by President Washington to oversee the construc-
tion. They were trying to keep costs down and 
get the city ready for Congress by 1800. L’Enfant 
insisted that he worked for Washington and not 
the commission. Both L’Enfant and the commis-
sion complained to Washington, who sided with 
the commission. L’Enfant resigned in February 

1792. The capital city was built but slowly and not 
to the dramatic scale that L’Enfant had hoped.

But 100 years later, a new commission was 
formed to revisit the original plan designed for the 
city. The commission 
members marveled at 
L’Enfant’s vision for 
grand vistas, wide ave-
nues, and open squares 
filled with monuments. 
And they worked to  
see it come to life (see 
page 29).  O

L’Enfant’s idea for the 
President’s House called 
for a palace about five 
times the size of the 
White House today!

formed to revisit the original plan designed for the 

L’Enfant’s idea for the 
FAST FACT

These three views of Washington, 
D.C., spanning its first 100 years, 
capture the evolution of Peter 
Charles L’Enfant’s vision.
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Construction in the nation’s capital proceeded slowly in the early 
1800s. Then, on August 24, 1814, U.S. government officials fled as 

British troops entered Washington, D.C., during the War of 1812. In retali-
ation for U.S. troops burning public buildings in York, Canada, the British 
burned the Capitol and then marched down Pennsylvania Avenue to 
the President’s House. After eating a supper prepared for the president 
and his guests, they torched the building. All but the outer walls were 
destroyed. Only a handful of other government buildings existed at the 
time, but the British set fire to most of them, too.

When the British army continued on to Baltimore, U.S. government 
officials returned to the burned city. Congress faced a decision about  
the young nation’s capital: rebuild or relocate. A proposal to move the 
capital to a new city and start again was debated in Congress. The vote 
was close, 83 to 74, but the House defeated the bill. President James 
Madison also supported rebuilding Washington. He hoped to send a  
message about the nation’s determination and strength.

That message was received by the autumn of 1817, when President 
James Monroe moved into the rebuilt President’s House. The two 
destroyed wings of the Capitol also were repaired, although construction 
was not completed until 1826. The city did not grow quickly, but its loca-
tion as the nation’s seat of government remained—for now.

A FATEFUL D
ECISIO

N

During the War of 1812, British 
troops burned many of the 
government buildings in 
Washington, D.C., including 
the President’s House.

by A
ndrew

 M
atthew
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W hile serving as President George 
Washington’s secretary of State, Thomas 
Jefferson shared his idea in 1791 for a 

small capital city. The sketch was simple and basic, 
nothing like Peter Charles L’Enfant’s grand plan. 
Jefferson had a strong opinion about what the role 
of the federal government should be: He wanted it 
to have limited powers and a limited size. It should 
come as no surprise, then, that when Jefferson 
became the third U.S. president in 1801 and the first 
to serve both terms in Washington, D.C., he was not 
eager to see the city grow.

Jefferson was partly motivated by the 
nation’s debt. He did not want to add to it by 
spending money to expand the capital city. 
But mostly, Jefferson valued farmers and the 
agricultural society they represented. He viewed 
the growth of cities as dangerous for the 
country. As he commented to his friend and 

fellow Virginian James 
Madison, “I think our 
governments will remain 
virtuous for many centuries 
as long as they are chiefly 
agricultural; and this will 
be as long as there shall be 
vacant lands in any part of America. When they get 
plied upon one another in large cities, as in Europe, 
they will become corrupt as in Europe.”

In the early 1800s, state and local politics had a lot 
of influence and power. Jefferson wanted to keep the 
decision-making at those local levels. He believed that 
as long as citizens were informed, they would make 
good decisions. 

When Jefferson took office in 1801, about 5,000 
people lived in Washington, D.C. There were only 

a few federal government buildings, and the 
President’s House was not finished when Jefferson 
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by Andrew Matthews

Thomas Jefferson was the 
first president to live and 
work in Washington, D.C.

The Castle served as the original Smithsonian 
Institution. Today, the building houses an 
information center and provides office space 
for the institution.

VIEW
A Changing
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moved in. About 130 officials performed the work 
of the government. (Compare that with more than  
2.7 million federal employees today.) Most workers 
were employed by the federal government in tem-
porary positions. Due to its hot and humid weather, 
the city was an unpleasant place to live. During the 
summer months, when the federal government took 
a break, those who could leave, left. Jefferson made a 
point of getting away for frequent visits to Monticello, 
his plantation home in Virginia.

The next two presidents, James Madison 
(1809–1817) and James Monroe (1817–1825), generally 
followed the Democratic–Republican policies estab-
lished by Jefferson. Washington, D.C., functioned as 
and looked like a small seat of government.

But the death of a British scientist, James Smithson, 
altered Washington, D.C.’s fate. During his lifetime, 
Smithson had earned a name for himself as a chemist 
and mineralogist. When he died in 1829, he left his 
estate to a nephew. But his will stated that if his heir 
should die childless, Smithson wanted his fortune 
to go to “the United States of America, to found at 
Washington, under the name of the Smithsonian 
Institution, an Establishment for the increase and  

diffusion of knowledge.” When the nephew died with-
out any children in 1835, the United States became the 
recipient of Smithson’s fortune.

Amazingly, then-president Andrew Jackson was 
not sure if he could accept the gift. Once Congress 
approved it, it took a couple of years to liquidate 
Smithson’s estate (valued at more than $500,000) and 
transport it from England to the United States. Then 
the real debate began for Americans: Was Washington, 
D.C., a seat of government, or was it a capital city that 
should attract visitors by establishing national places  
of culture and learning?

The short answer is that Smithson’s legacy helped 
the city evolve into much more than a seat of govern-
ment. But it took eight years of debate before Congress 
came to that conclusion. Congressman John Quincy 
Adams was a member of the committee assigned 
to help decide how to use the money. He hoped it 
would be used to promote scientific research. Others 
suggested building a university, a library, or an 
observatory.

The Smithsonian Institution was officially estab-
lished in 1846. By 1855, the now-famous Smithsonian 
Building (today known as the Castle) was built. It was 

The 1876 Centennial Exposition made Americans reflect on their 
place in the world and encouraged an interest in supporting 
museums and institutions to preserve the nation’s history. 
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set up to be a place that encouraged, supported, and 
shared scientific research. It offered public lectures. By 
the 1870s, however, the Smithsonian’s purpose changed. 
It began to function more like a national museum. 
Spencer Fullerton Baird, the institution’s second sec-
retary, oversaw its expansion to hold more than 2.5 
million artifacts. Around this same time, the United 
States experienced a growing sense of nationalism. 
Americans talked of establishing a museum that 
could preserve and celebrate the nation’s history.

The Smithsonian Institution became that  
organization. Today, it consists of 19 museums  
and galleries, 1 zoo, and 9 research centers. Many 
of the sites are free to the public. With its collec-
tions exceeding 137 million objects and its visitors 
totaling more than 30 million, the institution truly 
fulfills Smithson’s original request to diffuse knowl-
edge. And many of its museums line the National  
Mall in Washington, D.C., establishing the city as a 
cultural center.  O

DID YOU  KNOW?I n the 1780s, artist Charles Willson Peale  opened one of the nation’s first art galleries
in his Philadelphia home. He eventually added 

natural artifacts to his exhibit spaces. Many of the 
specimens gathered by the Corps of Discovery 

in the early 1800s ended up at Peale’s Museum. 
Peale’s idea to display such items for the public’s 
enjoyment led to the nation’s first museum. But 
when Peale offered his collection to Congress before he died in 1827, he was told that  Washington, D.C., was not a place  for museums.

IN AND AROUND D.C.
Here’s a list of the Smithsonian Institution’s 

facilities that are located in the D.C. area:
Anacostia Community Museum (urban community 

life)
Arthur M. Sackler Gallery (Asian and Near Eastern art)
Arts and Industries Museum (original home of the 

National Museum)
Freer Gallery of Art (Asian and American art)
Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden 

(international modern and contemporary art and 
sculpture)

National Air and Space Museum
National Air and Space Museum: Steven F. Udvar-

Hazy Center
National Museum of African American History and 

Culture Museum (construction will be completed 
in 2015)

National Museum of African Art
National Museum of American History
National Museum of the American Indian
National Museum of Natural History
National Portrait Gallery
National Postal Museum
National Zoological Park
Renwick Gallery (American crafts)
Smithsonian American Art Museum

The National Air and 
Space Museum is one 
of the most popular 
Smithsonian museums.
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by Susan J. Hofstetter

Around 
the World

Peter Charles L’Enfant used European concepts 
when designing the new federal city for the  

United States. Here’s a look at some of  
the major European capitals of the 1800s and 

their notable features.
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O f  all Europe’s capitals, London, England, was the one with which 
Americans were the most familiar. London was founded on the 
Thames River more than 2,000 years ago. In the mid-1600s, a 

plague and a major fire took their toll. The city was rebuilt, eventually 
extending well beyond its original 
boundaries. Between 1714 and 
1820, London grew into a political, 
cultural, and commercial hub. New 
government buildings were con-
structed, and buildings devoted to 
arts and learning also opened. The 
city grew so quickly by the mid-
1800s that, like Washington, D.C.,  
a local board was formed to man-
age its infrastructure. As the largest 
European capital and the center of 
the vast British Empire, London’s 
influence extended to parts of Asia, 
Europe, Africa, and the Americas. 
Today, London remains England’s 
historic center as well as an interna-
tional financial hub.

Paris, France, may be the European city 
that shares the most elements and features  
with what was attempted in Washington, 
D.C. The history of Paris dates back more 
than 2,000 years. The city began on an 
island at the nexus of the Seine River and a 
road. By the late 1700s, it was the second-
largest European capital and the intellectual 
and cultural capital of 
the Western world. In 
the early 1800s, under 
Napoleon Bonaparte, 
public monuments following the classic 
Roman style were built there. By the late 

1800s, Napoleon III oversaw a total renovation of Paris. White stone build-
ings were arranged on wide, tree-lined boulevards, and big and small parks 
were constructed throughout the city. Paris has since become famous as 
one of the most beautiful cities in the world.

Around 
the World

Paris

London

A nexus is a place 
where things meet  
or connect.
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Lisbon, the capital of Portugal, is the westernmost 
European capital city. Its location on the Tagus River 
makes it the only continental European capital with 
direct access to the Atlantic Ocean. In 1755, Lisbon 
experienced a catastrophic earthquake that destroyed 
much of the existing city. The city was rebuilt with an 
open-plan design. The city center was reconstructed in 
the shape of a rectangle formed by two great squares. 
One great square became the commercial district with 
restaurants, shops, and theaters. The other square 
became the link to the ocean and a port for ships 
arriving and departing the city with goods and people. 
Lisbon then and now remains Portugal’s commercial  
as well as cultural center.

Peter the Great founded St. Petersburg, Russia, in 1703. 
It is located on the Neva River, on the Baltic Sea. From 
1713 to 1918, St. Petersburg served as the imperial capital 
of Russia. It became Russia’s cultural and intellectual 
center during the reign of Catherine the Great (1762–1796). 
Catherine patronized the arts and sciences and oversaw 
construction of new buildings for the Russian Academy 
of Sciences, the Academy of Fine Arts and the first Public 
Library (now the Russian National Library) using an 
ordered street plan. Catherine’s grandson, Alexander I 
(ruler from 1801–1825), restructured the government. 

In 1802, he established a system of 
individual ministries reporting directly 
to him, which created an ordered and 
bureaucratic government that mirrored 
the city’s well-ordered street plan.

Madrid comes from the Arab word Mayrit, mean-
ing “abundant waters.” It was founded by a Moorish 
prince at the end of the ninth century and became 
Spain’s capital city in the mid-1500s. Built on the 
banks of the Manzanares River, Madrid’s location 
in almost the exact geographic center of the country 
made it an ideal place for a capital. By the late-1700s, 
urban modernizations had introduced a sewer 
system and lights in the city, and important cultural 
sites were built, too, such as museums and botanical 
gardens. Madrid’s modern city still includes exam-
ples of historic Moorish architectural influences. 
Today, Madrid is Spain’s political, economic, social, 
and cultural center—and its largest city.

Lisbon

Madrid

Moorish means of 
or relating to the 
Moors, a member of 
a Moslem group that 
invaded Spain in the 
eighth century.

St. Petersburg
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Like most great capital cities, 
Vienna is located on a river,  
the Danube. Its history as a  
center of power dates to the 
12th century. In the 1500s, 
Vienna was Europe’s center 
for classical music. By the 
early 1800s, Vienna became 
the official capital of the 
Austrian Empire and then the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire. The 
500-year-old walls that once 
surrounded the city were torn 
down and 
a modern 

boulevard—the Ringstrasse—was 
built. The wide road was lined with 
trees, parks, and street lamps, and 
eventually monuments, museums, and other impor-
tant buildings were added. Today, Vienna is Austria’s 
cultural, economic, and political center. Famous for its 
examples of baroque architecture, it is ranked among  
the top most livable cities in the world.  O
Susan J. Hofstetter is an attorney and writer based in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  

The Netherlands has two capitals. In 
the early 15th century, The Hague, a small 
and relatively undistinguished town, was 
recognized as the seat of government. By the 
late 1700s, The Hague had become a center 
for negotiations for various European and 
American diplomats. It remains the seat 
of government and administrative capital. 
But the Netherlands’ official capital is 
Amsterdam, which was established around 
the 1300s. Amsterdam’s location near the 
North Sea gave it a prominent role in trade. 
By the 1600s, it was one of the richest cities 
in the world. As it grew in importance as 
a port and economic center, it became the 
largest city in the Netherlands. By the early 
19th century, it was declared the capital.

Amsterdam

Baroque describes a 
form of architecture 
that was popular 
in Europe from the 
1500s to the 1600s.

Vienna

These look like 
great places for 

a squirrel!
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T he first cities were huts built on the tops of hills 
surrounded by defensive earthen walls. Most Roman 

cities had a military component to them and shared a 
familiar design—they were built on a square grid plan with 
parallel streets, like today’s city blocks. Medieval cities were 
clusters of houses and workshops gathered within the 
walls of a prince’s castle. (Many European cities still take 
their shape from this time.) In the 21st century, countries 
strive to build cities that address environmental and 
social issues. They are finding ways to make cities pleasant 
to live in while limiting the negative impacts of densely 
populated areas or pollution. 

Two hundred years ago, the planners of Washington, D.C., 
had a rare opportunity to begin in a new place with new 
ideas. What if you could do the same thing? What would 
your ideal city look like? Here are some basic questions to 
help you get started.

WHO?
Washington was designed to provide a home 

to the nation’s federal government. Yet it is 

famous today for its diverse neighborhoods. 

So people both live and work in the city. 

Free public access to many of the govern-

ment buildings and the museums on the Mall 

attracts many tourists, too.

Who are you designing your city for? Who 

will live here? Does it have parks and open 

spaces to give people opportunities to relax?

WHAT?
Washington’s primary business is gov-
ernment. The members of the different 
branches of the government need to be 
able to navigate around the city. Wide 
streets are needed for parades and cele- 
brations, but people also need to be able 
to get around easily and safely.

What is the primary purpose of your 
city?

Design It
by Karen Drayne and Will Bremen
illustrated by K.E. Lewis
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HOW?
All the main streets of Washington, as well as 
where prominent buildings would be located, 
were laid out on a map before anything was built, 
yet the city has clearly grown beyond its 1791 
plan. D.C.’s original plan did not include national 
museums and large memorials, but today they 
are important attractions.

How far do you have to take your plan for 
the city? How will your design handle the city’s 
future growth?

WHERE?
The site for Washington was the first 
thing decided about it, and its loca-
tion was picked for being central to 
the United States in the 1790s. Situated 
along a river—important for transporta-
tion and trade—the new federal city 
had space to grow as the country grew.

Imagine a place for your city. What 
natural features would you like it to 
have? What is the weather like? 
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Scottsboro, Alabama, is the Lost 
Luggage Capital of the World.

Farmington, Maine, is the 
Earmuff Capital of the World.

Windom, Kansas, is the Covered 
Dish Capital of the World.

Washington. Missouri, is the 
Corncob Pipe Capital of the World.

Here are some of the more unique “capital-of-the-world” 
claims made by places in the United States.
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Roswell, New Mexico, is the 
Alien Capital of the World.

Sandusky, Ohio, is the Roller 
Coaster Capital of the World.

Kelso, Washington, is the 
Smelt Capital of the World.

Belleville, Wisconsin, is the 
UFO Capital of the World.
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T
housands of soldiers arrived to defend 
Washington, D.C., during the early months 
of the Civil War (1861–1865). As both the 

North and the South realized that the war was going 
to take longer than anticipated, more soldiers arrived, 
turning Washington, D.C., into a staging area for 
Union armies. The federal government also expanded 
to manage the war. In just a few years, the population 
in the nation’s capital swelled dramatically.

But Washington did not grow 
physically to support the growth 
of the population. It remained 
more like a dirty, backward vil-
lage than the important center of 
a growing nation. Between 1860 
and 1870, the city’s population 
increased by more than 75 percent 
to 131,700. The city’s infrastructure 

Shepherd 
Takes Charge

by Philip W. Ogilvie illustrated by John Hinderliter

did not see any improvement, however. The streets 
planned by Peter Charles L’Enfant (see page 12) still 
showed the natural contours of the surrounding hills 
and valleys. They were not paved or lighted at night. 
Pedestrians avoided walking in the mud by using 
wooden sidewalks along a few downtown streets. 
But sometimes the people competed for space with 
fire engines, which also used the sidewalks when the 
roads were impassable.

Natural streams and channels served as open sew-
ers through the city. Most of the trees had been cut 
during the Civil War for fortifications or firewood. 
Drinking water came from springs and wells or from 
cisterns and public pumps. Animals, particularly pigs, 
roamed freely and created a public health hazard.

In the years immediately following the Civil War, 
Americans moved westward in large numbers. Some 
felt that it was time to shift the nation’s capital to a 

Infrastructure is the 
basic facilities and 
services needed for a 
community to function, 
such as transportation 
and communication 
systems.

Cisterns are tanks 
that catch and store 
rainwater.
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more central location. There was talk of moving the 
capital to St. Louis, Missouri, to reflect the nation’s 
population shift. On October 21, 1869, the National 
Capital Removal Convention met in St. Louis. Ninety 
delegates from 17 states discussed the idea of moving 
the capital to create a “common interest in a com-
mon country.” It was becoming clear that the capital 
needed to be modernized or relocated.

For Alexander Robey Shepherd, the choice was 
simple: modernize the city. Shepherd was born in 
1835. His father had been a prominent local business-
man, but he died when Alexander was 10 years old. 
Young Alexander worked in a variety of jobs to help 
support his family. He got an apprenticeship in a 
leading plumbing and gasfitting firm and eventually 
became the owner. As a contractor and developer, 
Shepherd rapidly acquired financial and political 
influence in the Washington community.

In 1871, Congress abolished the three local, inde-
pendent governments of Washington, Georgetown, 
and Washington County (the part of the District 
of Columbia outside the two cities). These were 
replaced with a single territorial government that 
included both a presidentially appointed council and 
a popularly elected assembly. Congress also created 
presidentially appointed Public Works and Health 
boards to address the physical needs of the city.

President Ulysses S. Grant appointed Shepherd 
to the first Board of Public Works. And when the 
first governor, Henry David Cooke, resigned in 1873, 
Shepherd was appointed governor of the territory.

Under Shepherd’s leadership (1871–1874), 
Washington was transformed from a backward,  
war-scarred mud hole into a modern city. More  
than 260 miles of roadways were graded (leveled), 
and 116 miles were paved. The streets were lighted 
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with 3,000 gaslights. Drinking water was piped 
to individual homes through 34 miles of main 
pipes. Fifty thousand trees were planted, earning 
Washington the nickname “City of Trees.” Marshes 
were drained, and sewage was contained. Many of 
Washington’s residences, office buildings, schools, 
and markets date from this period.

The improvements did not please everyone. 
Some people left their homes in the morning 
only to find that when they returned at night, 
they needed a stepladder to get to the front door 
because Shepherd’s crews had lowered the street. 
Shepherd did not let much stand in his way. He had 
workers remove the tracks of the Washington and 
Alexandria Railroad after the railroad ignored his 
order to remove them from a street where they had 
been laid illegally.

All these improvements cost money. The local 
government was in debt for more than $18 million 
(this included a debt of more than $4 million that 
Shepherd had inherited from previous govern-
ments). Unhappy with the enormous debt, Congress 
abolished the territorial government in June 1874.

Some of those unhappy with Shepherd and the 
territorial government brought charges of uncon-
trolled spending and corruption. Yet, in spite of two 
congressional hearings, no personal wrongdoing 
on Shepherd’s part was ever proved. He moved to 
Mexico in 1880, where he built a major silver-min-
ing operation. He died there of a ruptured appendix 
in 1902. But his vision for a permanent capital in 
the District of Columbia is his legacy, and his efforts 
gave it a solid foundation. Talk of moving the capital 
essentially ended.  O
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Finishing 
Touches

by Elizabeth B. O’Brien

Looking eastward toward the U.S. Capitol 
Building, the National Mall extends in the 
foreground of this photograph. Notice the 

rows of trees on both sides.
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Peter Charles L’Enfant’s plan 
for the new federal city in 1791 
called for parks, and lots of 

them. L’Enfant wanted the open 
spaces where his wide diagonal 
avenues intersected to be assigned to 
different states. Residents who lived 
around them would decorate them 
with fountains and sculptures. The 
network of parks, laced together by 
wide, tree-lined boulevards, would 
be a symbol of one nation made 
up of separate states unified by the 
Constitution.

For many years, however, the 
land set aside to become parks 
was neglected. When Washington 
was still a small town, it seemed 
impractical to plant and maintain 
flowers and trees throughout the 
city when fields, woods, and streams 
were within walking distance. 
Furthermore, plantings may have 
been eaten or destroyed by the 
chickens, dogs, and pigs that roamed 
freely through the city.

The First Park
In 1824, Lafayette Square became 
one of the first spaces in the city to 
be made into a park. The square, 
across Pennsylvania Avenue from 
the White House, was landscaped 
with grass and trees as part of a 
grand celebration to honor French 
nobleman the Marquis de Lafayette. 
Lafayette had helped the United 
States win the Revolutionary War. 
When he returned for a visit in 
1824, Washingtonians showed their 
appreciation by naming the park 
in his honor. Lafayette Square soon 
became a fashionable neighborhood 
in which to live.

People realized that more 
places like Lafayette Square would 
make the city more attractive and 

Pages from the McMillan Plan 
show the various elements that 
the commission considered 
as it planned the city’s future 
development.
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comfortable. Some 
residents believed that 
city parks would help 
create a better society. In 
1851, President Millard 
Fillmore hired land-
scape architect Andrew 
Jackson Downing to 
design the open spaces 
throughout the city. 
Downing suggested 
winding paths, open 
greens, and plenty of 
trees to remind city 
dwellers of the country.

But shortly after 
Downing began his work, he died in 
a steamboat accident. The outbreak 
of the Civil War in 1861 further 
stalled the development of the city’s 
parks. Many of the city’s open 
spaces were used as campgrounds, 
temporary hospitals, and even cattle 
and horse pens. By the time the war 
ended in 1865, Washington didn’t 
look at all like a capital city.

A New Plan for 
the Centennial
In 1893, the World’s Columbian 
Exposition in Chicago popularized 
the idea of the City Beautiful move-
ment. Americans were 
inspired to find ways to 
make their urban centers 
livable and attractive.

Then, Washington’s 
centennial prompted 
the Senate to form a 
Park Improvement 
Commission in 1901. 
Headed by Michigan 
senator James McMillan, 
it became known as the 
McMillan Commission. 
Famous architects and 
designers served on 

Dupont Circle is a 
popular location in 
Washington, D.C. 
Notice how large 
avenues radiate out 
from the circular 
open space.

Farragut Square 
is an example 
of a rectangular 
park creating 
open space in 
today’s busy city.

This view down 
Pennsylvania 
Avenue shows both 
its expanse and 
how the heights 
of buildings have 
been kept uniform 
in the capital.

A centennial is a 100-year anniversary or celebration. 31
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the commission. They were asked to 
make recommendations for how to 
improve the city’s park system. These 
men studied L’Enfant’s original 1791 
plan and visited Europe to gather ideas 
about city planning on a grand scale. 
With L’Enfant’s plan serving as a guide, 
the McMillan Plan became the basis for 
the 20th-century development of the 
National Mall in the nation’s capital.

The commission members intro-
duced new ideas about park design. 
They preferred flowing fountains and 
elegant benches to stiff statues. They 
wanted straight paths, which were more 
convenient for busy people who needed 
to get quickly from place to place. They 
believed that fewer plantings would  
simplify maintenance and improve  
visibility, which was important to  
discourage crime.

Making the Mall 
a Priority
The designers liked L’Enfant’s idea of 
preserving the wide park-like expanse 
extending west from the U.S. Capitol 
Building to the Potomac River. But 
instead of making it a grand avenue, the 
McMillan Plan called for a grass-filled 
lawn bordered on each side by roads. 
They encouraged the planting of rows 
of American elm trees for shade along 
the boulevards. They recommended 
the removal of railroad tracks across 
the Mall and the construction of a new 
railroad station on the other side of 
the city. And they wanted the existing 
government buildings along the Mall to 
be demolished. New buildings, serving 
as major museums, would be built to 
provide an attractive, more uniform 
architectural style.

A Monumental Core
The McMillan Plan added other spe-
cific ideas for areas in and around the 

Views of plans for 
Washington, D.C., 
from 1791 and 1901from 1791 and 1901

I love seeing 
all the 

monuments.
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Mall. It suggested ways to improve 
the Capitol’s grounds. It proposed 
a memorial to Abraham Lincoln as 
well as a second memorial near a 
tidal basin to anchor the southwest 
end of the Mall. It advocated for the 
construction of a grand memorial 
bridge to span the Potomac River 
from Washington, D.C., to Arlington, 
Virginia. And it made recommenda-
tions for the White House grounds 
and office space.

Protecting the Vision
To make sure the legacies of the 
L’Enfant and McMillan plans were 
protected, Congress established the 
Commission of Fine Arts in 1910. 
The organization was put in charge 
of locating statues, monuments, and 
fountains for placing in the capital’s 
open spaces. It also oversaw the design 
of any public federal buildings, which 
by 1910 had a height restriction. 
Two decades later, the commission’s 
authority expanded to also include 
approving private development near 
historic parts of the capital city.

Today, world-famous museums 
line both sides of the National Mall. 
Memorials to presidents and other 
historical figures as well as major wars 
are located around the Mall. And the 
Mall itself has become a place where 
Americans play, celebrate, protest,  
and reflect. 

Throughout its history and evolu-
tion, Washington, D.C., has been a 
place that inspired people to have 
grand plans for its development. 
Thanks to all their efforts, today 
Washington, D.C., is one of the most 
powerful seats of government in the 
world. But it also is a beautiful city 
that has become famous for its muse-
ums, cultural and research centers, 
and recreational activities.  O

The National Mall today 
is about two miles 
long. Check out these 
views from the U.S. 
Capitol Building looking 
toward the Washington 
Monument (ABOVE) and 
then from the Washington 
Monument toward the 
World War II Memorial 
and the Lincoln Memorial 
(RIGHT).

The Jefferson 
Memorial and 
the cherry 
blossom trees 
that line the 
Tidal Basin are 
popular Mall 
destinations.
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Washington, D.C., is not just our nation’s 
capital. The city is also home to  
about 650,000 people. Those people 

need homes, transportation, police protection, water, 
sewer services, and more. People who work in and  
visit Washington use many city services, too. Those 
things don’t happen by themselves. They take plan- 
ning. To learn more, COBBLESTONE talked with  
Ellen McCarthy, (LEFT) acting director of the Office  
of Planning for Washington, D.C.

For starters, what do city planners do?
City planners look to the future and what kinds of changes are happening. 
[They work] to make those changes be positive for the people who live 
there, work there, or visit there.

What’s special about planning for Washington, D.C.?
We have the normal local planning issues—new people moving in, how 
to keep housing affordable, how to manage the traffic, how to provide the 
right kinds of parks and open spaces, [and] making sure we have enough 
schools. But on top of that, we have special responsibilities that come from 
being the nation’s capital.

Looking 
AHEAD

by Kathiann M. Kowalski

Washington, D.C.’s waterfront has 
been the focus of development and 
improvement in recent years. ©
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How can the federal 
government affect your  
ability to plan?
The federal government can end up making 
rules such as how tall our buildings are—
decisions that normally are made by local 
governments.

Congress also has to approve our bud-
get—even the funds that are raised from 
local tax dollars. We can’t spend the money 
until Congress appropriates it.

How would you rate 
Washington as a capital city?
I think that we always compare ourselves to world capitals like London 
and Paris. We may not quite be there yet. But we have really come such 
a long way in the last 20 years. When people visit Washington now, they 
see a downtown that is bustling with people and with museums, art gal-
leries, theaters, restaurants, and sidewalk cafes. And the public space is 
well maintained.

Is Washington’s population 
growing?
We are gaining 1,100 residents a month. People 
actually want to come here now—not just to 
be tourists visiting the White House and the 
Capitol—but to come and live here.

Many newcomers are between 
25 and 34 years old. What draws 
them to D.C.?
They’re young people out of college. They find 
Washington to be a place with lots of interesting 
jobs, lots of other people their age, and lots of 
things to do.

To appropriate funds 
means to authorize 
money for a 
particular purpose.

The National Museum of the 
American Indian is one of the 
newer additions to the Mall.

A resident reviews the D.C. Office of 
Planning’s ideas for a neighborhood 
park restoration project.
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Are children’s numbers growing?
We’ve got a baby boom going on. We’ve had more births in the last 
few years than we had for decades before that. We are one of the only 
cities that offer free pre-K to 3- and 4-year old children guaranteed.

What are Washington’s big challenges for the 
next 10 or 20 years?
Transportation and affordable housing are probably our two biggest 
challenges. And, of course, economic development, so that we can 
provide jobs for everyone in the city as well.

How is Washington adding homes?
We’ve been concerned about trying not to dis-
place people. So we encouraged development 
of the downtown and the Anacostia waterfront 
and an area north of downtown. All of them 
were places that had a lot of surface parking 
lots and other under-utilization. We’ve been 
able to build thousands and thousands of new 
housing units. A lot of young professionals are 
going there and to neighborhoods around our 
Metro stations where we’ve been able to build 
higher-density housing.

Pre-K is preschool or 
nursery school.

Under-utilization 
means that something 
is not being used to its 
full potential.

The Metro is short for 
“Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority,” 
which is Washington, 
D.C.’s public rapid 
transportation system.

Parks and open spaces for 
children make the city more 
livable for families.

The construction of new schools, such as 
Dunbar High School in Washington, D.C.’s 
northwest district, helps build strong 
neighborhoods.

Yipee! 
A new 

playground.
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Why is public transportation 
important?
People can come and live, and they don’t 
have to have a car. They don’t have to add  
to traffic congestion and pollution. They  
can just hop onto the Metro.

What might Washington’s 
founding fathers think if they 
saw the city today?
Maybe L’Enfant wouldn’t be surprised. 
L’Enfant had a great vision for D.C. But I 
think Washington and Jefferson would be 
surprised now. They’d be surprised by  
how Washington grew, [yet] basic elements  
of the L’Enfant plan have been retained.

Does Washington aim to keep 
that plan?
We have a strong historic preservation law. If someone 
wants to close a street that had been laid out on the 
L’Enfant plan, that’s generally not permitted.

We’ve stayed true to the spirit and the framework  
that was set out by [the L’Enfant and McMillan] plans. 
But we’ve been able to grow and have a population 
beyond what they ever thought 
we would have.

What else should 
young people know?
Every planning department in 
every city wants to have partici-
pation from their citizens. Read 
the newspaper. See what things 
are proposed. That’s really how 
your city is going to look over 
the next 20 or 30 years. And 
think about careers in planning. 
Be a direct part of making all 
these things happen.  O

Various forms of transportation—from 
rapid transit trains and buses to designated 
bicycle paths on roadways—make D.C. an 
easy city in which to get around.

The annual National Cherry Blossom Festival 
attracts visitors and residents alike to celebrate 
spring as they stroll along the Tidal Basin.
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All About D.C. 
C an you solve this puzzle about Washington, D.C.? 

If you read this issue, it should be easy! Answers 
are on page 48.

ACROSS

4. Alexander Robey ______ is credited with 
overseeing the first major modernization of 
Washington’s infrastructure in the 1870s.

 5. President George Washington chose the new 
federal city’s location along the ______ River.

 6. Thomas ______  was the first U.S. president to 
serve both terms in Washington, D.C.

 8. Peter Charles ______ designed the original 
1791 plan for the new federal city.

 9. This city served as the first official capital of 
the United States under the Constitution.

 10. This 1901 plan revisited L’Enfant’s 1791 plan 
and then expanded upon it.

DOWN

1. This European city’s wide avenues and side-
walk cafes remind many people of  
Washington, D.C.

 2. The U.S. Constitution stated that the capital 
city would be ______ miles square.

 3. To avoid any one state having influence over 
the others, the Constitution created a district 
for the federal city and gave ______ exclusive 
jurisdiction over that area.

 4. Briton James ______ left a fortune to the 
United States to support an institution that 
diffused knowledge.

 7. An 1869 convention held in ______, Missouri, 
discussed moving the nation’s capital to a 
more geographically central location.

 10. This area in the nation’s capital has been 
designed to serve as the city’s monumental 
core.
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39

COB1410_38_Crossword.indd   39 8/27/14   1:49 PM



More Than  
One Capital?

In some instances, nations have two 
capitals. We even found one country 
that claims three capitals. Take a look.

Montenegro
Montenegro is located on the Adriatic Sea in 
southeast Europe. About 20 miles separate 
Montenegro’s two capitals. Founded in the 
15th century, Cetinje was the location of the 
royal capital. For hundreds of years, Cetinje 
served as the cultural, political, and economic 
center of the country. The city remains an 
important historical place. Today, it is the 
site of the palace for the country’s head of 
state, or president. In the early decades of 
the 1900s, however, Podgorica was named 
the nation’s official capital and seat of 
government. It is Montenegro largest city.
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SOUTH AFRICA
In the early 20th century, leaders in South Africa decided 
that the best way to keep the branches of government 
separate and balanced was to create three capitals. Pretoria 
is home to the president of the Cabinet, or the executive 
branch. Many government offices as well as foreign embassies 
are also found there. To many people, Pretoria is considered 
the main seat of government. Cape Town is the legislative 
capital, where Parliament meets. Bloemfontein is the judicial 
capital, or the seat of the Supreme Court of Appeal.

Bolivia
Sucre was the constitutionally recognized capital of 
Bolivia in 1839. Located near the middle of the country, 
it remains the symbolic heart of the nation. It is where 
the legislative and judicial branches of the government 
are located. But at the turn of the 20th century, the seat 
of government was officially moved to La Paz, about 
260 miles to the west. Today, the Presidential Palace, the 
home of the executive leader, is located in La Paz, as are 
the treasury and other administrative offices. 
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ADDIE LAH

Benton Harbor, Michigan

SALONI SHARMA

ANNIKAH MISHRA

Fremont, California

Birmingham, Alabama

A Toast to TR 

ADDIE LAH

Benton Harbor, Michigan

SALONI SHARMA

ANNIKAH MISHRA

Fremont, California

Birmingham, Alabama

RR
Contest Winners!
In COBBLESTONE’s April 2014 issue, 

Theodore Roosevelt: Larger Than Life,  
we asked you to share your artistic views of 
the man who became our 26th president. 
Here are the winning entries!
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Tragedy at Wounded Knee
Road to Civil Rights
Hail to the Chief: Meet the Presidents

Write to us! Draw a picture or write a poem or short essay 
that connects to one of the above COBBLESTONE themes 
on which we currently are working. All contributions 
must be your own, original work. Include your name 
and address, and a note from a parent, guardian, 
or teacher acknowledging the originality of your 
work. We will include as many as we can in the 
upcoming issue to which your work relates.

ADDIE LAH

Benton Harbor, Michigan

SALONI SHARMA

ANNIKAH MISHRA

Fremont, California

Birmingham, Alabama

ADDIE LAH

Benton Harbor, Michigan

SALONI SHARMA

ANNIKAH MISHRA

Fremont, California

Birmingham, Alabama

A Toast to TR 
Contest Winners!
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JUSTJUST
FoR Fun

JOIN US ON

www.facebook.com/cricketmedia 

May/June Winners!

Excuse m
e.  

Which ais
le is the

 

cat food
 in?

Brian Phillips 

New York, New York

Hey look! Tuna  fish is half-off!Benjamin Cayou, age 9 
Jefferson City, Missouri

We’re looking for a funny 
caption for this photo. Send 
your idea to: Just for Fun, 
COBBLESTONE, 30 Grove 
Street, Peterborough, NH 
03458. Include a letter from 
a parent or guardian that 
confirms it is your original 
work and that we have 
permission to publish it. Send 
your name and address, too. 
If your caption is chosen, we’ll 
send you a copy of the issue in 
which it appears.

Hey, 

Kids!

Let’s go to  
the Mini Mart.

Louisa Williams 
Seattle, Washington I wonder what aisle 

the catnip is in?
Emily Siegel 

Glenview, Illinois
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Dr. D’s
Mystery

Hero

45

Dr. D’sDr. D’s
Mystery
Mystery
Mystery

Hero

by Dennis D
enen

be
rg

4545

“Dr. D”—also known as Dr. Dennis Denenberg—

loves history and real heroes. For almost 20 years, 

he’s been writing, teaching, and speaking about 

heroes all over America. Visit www.heroes4us.com 

to learn all about his award-winning book and his 

Hero-Virtue trading cards.

45

Imagine our capital city looking different from the way it 
is today. Well, without the brilliant mind of this month’s 
mystery hero, things might have taken a different path.

 Our hero was born in Baltimore in 1731. Historians have 
offered different stories about his parents’ heritage. His father 
was a freed slave, but his mother’s ancestry was less clear. She 
may have been descended from an English indentured servant. 
Our hero’s parents managed to support their family on the  
100-acre farm that they owned.

Of course, our hero’s youth was spent doing many chores 
on the farm, so there was no time to attend school. His grand-
mother taught him to read. The main book for his instruction 
was the Bible.

As a teenager, he became friends with a Quaker who had 
established a school near his family’s farm. Quakers believed in 
equality for blacks, and this new friend provided our hero with 
access to books and formal instruction. Our hero showed that 
he had a sharp mind.  

He established quite a reputation for himself in the fields of 
astronomy, mathematics, clock making, and, most important, 
surveying. As a result of that latter skill, he was appointed to 
the capital city’s planning committee at the request of Thomas 
Jefferson. He helped survey the boundaries for the planned 
new federal district in 1791.

When Peter Charles L’Enfant—the city planner hired by 
George Washington—resigned after a year of designing, he took 
his plans with him. But this month’s mystery hero saved the day 
and the capital! He reproduced the plans from memory. In two 
days, he re-created the drawings showing where the streets and 
important buildings and parks were to be placed. So, while it is 
L’Enfant’s plan, it is our hero’s memory of that plan that allowed 
our magnificent capital city to take shape. Answer on page 48.

The 
Other  
Ben
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The best gifts create the stories of 
childhood—and memories for a lifetime.

The 2014 Cricket Media 
Holiday Gift Guide

Shop our hand-tested, award-winning  
educational toys for every child on your list.

Visit CricketMag.com to see the catalog and shop now.

T his issue made the Colonel 
and I want to head down 
to Washington, D.C., to 

see it for ourselves. It certainly is 
a beautiful capital city. There is a 
lot to enjoy, but we spent most of 
our time on the Mall. You know, 
for an idea that got started in 1791, 
the Mall is pretty amazing. And 
we discovered that the Campaign 
for the National Mall is working to 
make sure that it stays that way for 

future generations of visitors. In 
case you can’t get to Washington, 
D.C., in person, the Colonel and 
I recommend this interactive 
Web site that includes a map and 
time line of the Mall’s evolution 
from 1800 to the 21st century: 
nationalmall.org/national-mall/
explore-mall/map. You can see 
what projects have been completed 
and what projects are scheduled 
for the future.

 A Different 
Kind of Mall

I love this view 
from the Lincoln 

Memorial.

Me, 
too!
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The best gifts create the stories of 
childhood—and memories for a lifetime.

The 2014 Cricket Media 
Holiday Gift Guide

Shop our hand-tested, award-winning  
educational toys for every child on your list.

Visit CricketMag.com to see the catalog and shop now.
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Answers to Made To Order from page 5: Belmopan, Belize; Brasilia, Brazil; Islamabad, Pakistan; Canberra, 
Australia; New Delhi, India; St. Petersburg, Russia 
Answer to Dr. D’s Mystery Hero from page 45: Benjamin Banneker 

Picture Credits: Shutterstock.com: 2–3 (top), 4, 5, 9, 10–11 (background and bottom), 12, 15 (bottom), 17, 18–21 (all), 
22–23 (bottom background), 29, 31 (bottom), 33 (all), 35 (top), 37 (all), 38–39, 42 (prize ribbon), 43 (prize ribbon), 
44 (both), 46, 48, back cover; Library of Congress: 3 (inset and bottom), 7, 8, 11, 13 (all), 15 (top), 16, 30 (all),  
31 (top and middle), 32 (both), 45 (left); North Wind Picture Archives: 6, 14; courtesy Edward Estes: 34 (top); courtesy 
D.C. Office of Planning: 34 (bottom), 35 (bottom), 36 (bottom); courtesy D.C. Parks and Recreation: 36 (top both); 
courtesy Dennis Denenberg: 45 (inset). Cricket Media has made every effort to trace the copyrights of these images.
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Answers to All About D.C. 
Crossword Puzzle from page 38:

T he word capital has several definitions. It 
can mean material wealth, it can be used 
to describe something as first-rate or 

excellent, and, in architecture, it is the top part 
of a pillar or column. It also means a town or 
city that is the official seat of government. 
Washington, D.C., is the capital of the United 
States. A capitol is a building in which a 

legislative body meets. The U.S. Capitol 
Building is where the U.S. Senate and 
House of Representatives meet.

Capital  
 or Capitol?
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In silhouette, with its round body, big head, 
and straight tail, the wood thrush looks a 
lot like a robin. But instead of the robin’s 

classic red breast, the wood thrush’s stomach 
is white with black spots. And it may be easier 
to hear than to see. It is not often seen at 
backyard birdfeeders. The wood thrush tends 
to stay in protected forested areas where it 
finds food to eat on the forest floor. Its song 
sounds like a flute playing notes—ee-oh-lay—
that end with a melodic trill. The wood thrush 
is the official bird of Washington, D.C.
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